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The new
 year of 2004 brings

w
ith it a new

 schedule of m
eet-

ings for the G
uild of

M
etalsm

iths. B
elow

 is the
annual schedule for both G

uild m
em

ber m
eetings and G

uild
board m

eetings as they are scheduled right now. C
hanges, if

any, w
ill be noted in the m

onthly notice, The Forum
.

G
uild m

em
ber m

eetings are scheduled for the second W
ednesday

of every other m
onth (except D

ecem
ber), beginning in February.

They usually begin at 6:30 PM
 w

ith a potluck m
eal, then go on w

ith
the m

eeting at 7:30 PM
.

G
uild board m

eetings are scheduled for the second W
ednesday of

every other m
onth, beginning in January. They also begin w

ith a
potluck m

eal and are follow
ed by the business m

eeting.

R
EM

IN
D

ER
: The D

ecem
ber 2003 G

uild m
eeting is Sunday,

D
ecem

ber 7, 2003 at the C
SPS H

all in ST. Paul. See N
ovem

ber
Forum

 for com
plete details, including m

ap.

Preparing to
w

elcom
e

2004

2004 G
uild m

eetings
February 11
A

pril 14
June 9
A

ugust 11
O

ctober 13
D

ecem
ber 5 (Sunday)

2004 B
oard m

eetings
January 14
M

arch 10
M

ay 12
July 14
Septem

ber 8
N

ovem
ber 10

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on...... .........

Events in D
ecem

ber, 2003
Sunday, D

ec. 7, G
uild m

eeting at C
zecho Slovakia

Protective Society (C
SPS) H

all, St. Paul, M
N

, starts at 1 PM
Saturday &

 Sunday, D
ec. 13 &

 14, W
inter Sem

inar at
M

ike B
lue’s C

annon R
iver Forge

Events in January, 2004
W

ednesday, January 7, Long term
 Planning C

om
m

ittee
m

eeting 7:00 PM
, H

anson C
onference C

enter, Eagan
W

ednesday, January 14, G
uild board m

eeting, 6:30 PM
,

H
anson C

onference C
enter, Eagan

N
O

TE: If anyone has any events out there for January or
February, please send to m

e by M
onday, D

ecem
ber 15 via either

forum
@

m
etalsm

ith.org, or gm
yers@

rconnect.com

—
 G

eorgia M
yers, editor, The G

oM
 Forum

N
ew

 feature....
A
dopt-A

-Flora
D

o you have a flow
er garden that contains overgrow

n
clum

ps of flow
ers that need to be separated and redistributed?

D
o you hate to throw

 aw
ay those products of your tender care

and sw
eat? This new

 colum
n in The Forum

 serves a purpose that
w

ill help you to share your extra plants and flow
ers w

ith other m
em

bers of
the G

uild of M
etalsm

iths.
Sim

ply e-m
ail your intention to divide or share any of your beloved

perennials to m
e, G

eorgia M
yers, editor. I’ll print them

 in this colum
n in the

next m
onth’s issue of The Forum

, along w
ith a phone num

ber or e-m
ail

w
here you can be reached. Term

s of trade w
ill be totally up to the people

involved to w
ork out am

ong them
selves.

For exam
ple, next A

pril I w
ill be dividing about a dozen day lilies, and I

need adoptive hom
es for the extra plants I’ll be discarding. E-m

ail m
e at

gm
yers@

rconnect.com
 if you’re interested in adopting m

y overflow
ing day

lilies. They’re all colors, from
 deep red to bright golden yellow.
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F
o

ru
m

 d
ead

lin
e fo

r
January: M

onday,
D

ecem
b

er 15
If you have activities that

w
ill be occurring in late

January or in February, please
send them

 by M
onday, D

ec.
15, 2003 to G

eorgia M
yers,

editor, by e-m
ail to:

forum
@

m
etalsm

ith.org
(e-m

ails w
ill be forw

arded to
G

eorgia M
yers)

or m
ail them

 to:
G

eorgia M
yers

313 D
akota St

L
ake C

ity M
N

  55041

The G
uild of M

etalsm
iths, St.

Paul, M
N

, publishes the G
oM

Forum
 m

onthly. It is intended as
a tool to further our educational
m

ission, to keep m
em

bers up to
date on current happenings, to
publicize projects and w

ork-
shops, a place for all m

em
bers

to express their opinions,
concerns, learn m

ore about each
other—

in short, to help us run
our organization.

Your com
m

ents can be
m

ailed to The G
oM

 Forum
, c/o

G
eorgia M

yers
313 D

akota St
Lake C

ity, M
N

  55041-1869
or e-m

ailed to
forum

@
m

etalsm
ith.org

G
uild

educational
grants

There is grant m
oney

available for G
uild m

em
bers

to study interm
ediate and

advanced m
etalw

orking
techniques.

The G
uild educational

grant program
 is designed to

bring new
 skills into the

m
etalw

orking com
m

unity.
Participants are given m

oney
to pay for a portion of their
expenses and are expected to
learn som

e new
 or poorly

understood skill, and then to
share w

hat they have learned
w

ith other m
em

bers and the
public through an article in
our quarterly m

agazine, “The
M

etalsm
ith.” They’re also

expected to lead a w
orkshop

on the topic (or other educa-
tional service approved by the
board).

A
pplication form

s are
available from

 the president
or treasurer at a regular
m

eeting, or by sending a self-
addressed, stam

ped envelope
to:The G

uild of M
etalsm

iths
PO

 B
ox 11423

St. Paul M
N

  55111
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A
ttention Young B

lacksm
iths!

A
nnouncem

ent from
:

LeeA
nn M

itchell
C

entral O
ffice A

dm
inistrator

A
rtist-B

lacksm
ith’s A

ssociation of N
orth

A
m

erica, Inc
M

atthew
 C

atling, a television producer from
 G

reat B
ritain is w

orking on
a docum

entary series for the D
iscovery C

hannel w
hich w

ill explore the
“Super W

eapons” built by the ancient G
reeks and R

om
ans. In each program

w
e’ll construct a life-sized w

orking replica of these m
onsters.

The contenders include a giant siege engine w
ith a 20 m

etre-long
battering ram

, an enorm
ous catapult...and other strange devices w

hich w
ere

at the cutting edge of m
ilitary technology 2000 years ago.

O
nce constructed, w

e’ll test the aw
esom

e destructive pow
er of these

w
eapons against stone w

alls, w
ooden boats etc. W

e need to put together
team

s containing engineers, tim
ber fram

ers, blacksm
iths and other experts

w
ho’ll design, build and test these ancient inventions...on screen.

O
ur candidates should be m

en or w
om

en w
ith the follow

ing qualities:
* A

 high level of skill and im
agination. O

ur team
 m

em
bers need to be

able to solve the m
anufacturing and engineering problem

s faced by their
historic counterparts using only w

ood, rope, bronze and other historically
accurate m

aterials. 
* A

n enthusiastic and outgoing personality. They m
ust be com

fortable
w

ith the idea of being part of a lively on-screen team
.

* Team
s should consist of “young m

en and w
om

en no older than their
early thirties”.

The series w
ill be film

ed betw
een February and M

arch of 2004, probably
at a M

editerranean location. W
e’ll put together a different team

 to construct
each w

eapon. In each case this w
ill involve 10-14 days of film

ing.
Interested individuals should send m

e a relatively brief em
ail describing

w
ho they are and w

hat they do. They should also include a photo, or a link
to a photo. W

e’ll then contact the people w
ho m

ight w
ork best in the team

s
w

e’re draw
ing up.

D
arlow

 Sm
ithson Productions is a leading producer of docum

entary
program

m
ing. W

e m
ake film

s for the D
iscovery C

hannel, PB
S, The H

istory
C

hannel, the B
B

C
, N

ational G
eographic and a num

ber of other broadcasters.

C
ontact M

atthew
 C

atling
D

arlow
 Sm

ithson Productions Ltd
H

ighgate B
usiness C

entre
33 G

reenw
ood Place

London N
W

5 1LB
Sw

itchboard: 44 (0) 2074827027
D

irect: 44 (0)207 4829620
M

obile: 07930 356367
em

ail: m
atthew.catling@

darlow
sm

ithson.com
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2nd A
nnual W

inter S
em

inar
C

annon R
iver Forge/M

ike B
lue

Location:  5847 318th Street W
ay, C

annon Falls, M
N

55009
Saturday &

 Sunday, D
ecem

ber 13-14, 2003
C

lass begins at 0800-0830 Saturday

C
ost:  $75.00 U

SD
.  C

offee and donuts in the m
orning, and

w
e are all going to dinner Saturday night on m

y tab.

Tw
o sections of focus are basic

folding knife assem
bly and

finishing w
ith R

B
 Johnson and

Terry K
nipshield, and dam

ascus
and blade forging techniques w

ith
R

andal G
raham

 and m
yself. W

e
are going to be w

orking on com
-

pleting an LP/venturi fired forge
this session as w

ell.

B
eginners are w

elcom
e, and

anyone w
hose been at this a w

hile
is encouraged to bring their
forging or w

elding problem
s for

help getting solutions.  The intent
is a sm

all group atm
osphere w

ith the student leaving w
ith

som
ething in their hand that they have done.  For exam

ple: m
ost

everyone in the dam
ascus w

elding group left w
ith a com

pleted
billet and a forged blade last year.

C
ontact M

ike B
lue at C

R
F 507-263-5808 or em

ail at
truthforger@

hotm
ail.com

 for further inform
ation, directions etc.

The class is filling rapidly so get your nam
e in. O

therw
ise

the spring ham
m

erin is in the planning stages for M
ay next

year.
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N
O

TE:
There are still som

e
openings in the
beginning blacksm

ith
classes tw

o and
three.  Interested folks
should contact D

on
H

alvorson at 651-772-
3087.

D
ates for the second and

third sessions of beginning
blacksm

ith classes are these:

W
orkshop B

D
ecem

ber 6, 2003
D

ecem
ber 13, 2003

January 3, 2004
January 17, 2004

W
orkshop C

January 24, 2004
February 7, 2004
February 21, 2004
M

arch 6, 2004

C
lasses are held at the

M
innesota School of

H
orseshoeing, 6250 R

iverdale
D

r N
W

, R
am

sey, M
N

  55303.
If you’re interested, give D

on
H

alverson a call.

N
ew

 com
m

ittee
A

 new
 long-term

 planning
com

m
ittee w

as recently
form

ed and held its first
m

eeting on N
ovem

ber 5 w
ith

eight m
em

bers in attendance.
W

atch for m
ore details

about this in the future. N
ext

m
eeting is January 7, 2004

H
erb’s review

 of the fall
conference right angle
bend contest

I w
as using m

y prize
ham

m
er today and I love it.

Thanks, D
ave.

It occurs to m
e that a lot of

the best people w
ere m

ore
interested in show

ing m
e how

to get it right than they w
ere in

com
peting.

That is nice, but it also
w

ould have been nice to see
tw

enty different techniques
dem

onstrated under the guise
of a contest.

—
 H

erb Fick

A
ttached leaf on suet feeder

m
ade by cutting a dovetail slot in

a 3 inch w
alnut branch.  O

f
course the leaf is m

ade using the
new

 D
ave M

ariette ham
m

er.
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G
uild of M

etalsm
iths B

oard
12 N

ovem
ber 2003

M
inutes of the B

oard of D
irectors m

eeting
7:15 PM

Subm
itted by H

erb Fick
M

inutes from
 3 Septem

ber 2003 m
eeting approved as corrected.

A
ttending: A

dam
s, C

arlson, Fick, Fratalone, H
anson, Johnson,

M
ariette, M

oneck.
Ford and B

arr w
ere absent:

Financial: M
ike Frattalone

C
orrection to 3 Septem

ber The C
hecking acct w

as $19679.
C

urrent checking acct:  $24578 from
 year earlier.

$473 in bulk m
ailing.

The account including B
ulk M

ail has $25051, or $814 m
ore than

last year at this tim
e.

R
eserved for grant fund  $5002

D
iscretionary Fund balance $20049  ($1414 up over last year)

C
ost of fall conference w

as approxim
ately $7000, dow

n about
$3700 from

 last year.
The incom

e from
 the fall conference w

as alm
ost identical to last

year.A
ttendance at the fall conference w

as one m
ore than last year.

M
em

bership:
If w

e exclude 39 m
em

bers w
ho are delinquent non-renew

als from
July, A

ugust and Septem
ber, 291 is the num

ber of m
em

bers.  (21
dow

n)
C

oal:  W
e have approx 4-5 tons in the pen (M

ariette estim
ate).

The board did authorize approxim
ately $4400 dollars to buy coal.

M
ariette has the ball. There w

as a coke signup sheet at the confer-
ence.  Pea coke does not seem

 to have sufficient interest for the G
uild

to arrange supply. The board w
ill put one m

ore notice in the Forum
.

W
e w

ill drop the subject if interest is not there.
Education: B

ob Johnson and Jim
 M

oenck
See adverts for B

asic C
lasses

B
asics are scheduled.  The com

plete w
orkshop schedule is on line

Instructor’s w
orkshop w

as 13 Septem
ber

Tw
o-day O

xy-fuel w
elding sem

inar is scheduled at H
anson’s using

M
yron, D

ick and B
ill.  15-16 N

ov.  O
xy-w

eld class now
 has 11

students and is full.
Program

: M
yron H

anson
N

ext Program
 com

m
ittee is 20 N

ovem
ber.

W
ill focus on choosing dem

onstrators for fall conference.
* The com

m
ittee w

ill go over post m
ortem

 of fall conference.

Vol 5 Issue 12
The G

oM
 Forum

Page 5

N
ovem

ber board m
eeting m

inutes, continued
* W

ill go over fall conference equipm
ent requirem

ents.
* B

auers discourage dogs for the next conference, particularly
w

here the food is.
* Septem

ber 24 25 and 26 of 2004 is next fall conference.
C

ontact D
ick C

arlson, or M
yron to volunteer.  C

arlson is 651-437-
3329, M

yron is 651-454-3984
D

ecem
ber m

eeting is at the C
SPS H

all in St. Paul.  D
ecem

ber 7 at
1 PMW

e need suggestions for m
eeting places for general m

em
bership

m
eetings.  W

e usually have 60-80 people.
Publicity:  D

ave M
ariette

Forum
 cam

e out.
W

eb site updates are ongoing.
G

eorgia is keeping up the m
ailing list.

G
ordon B

arr is keeping the m
em

bership database.
C

redit U
nion:  There w

as a question of w
hether w

e should put
G

uild funds into a credit union.  A
t the last m

eeting the m
otion w

as to
table until now. The credit union suggested w

as U
nited Educators

C
redit U

nion.  M
ike Frattalone did the spadew

ork and reported.
There w

as no m
otion to pursue credit union m

em
bership.

Long Term
 Planning:  (N

ew
 com

m
ittee) D

ave M
ariette

Long term
 planning com

m
ittee m

et last w
eek. Eight persons m

ade
the first m

eeting. The long term
 planning m

eeting m
inutes w

ill be in
The Forum

.
B

ob W
alsh w

ants to establish an art com
m

ittee, and he w
ants to set

som
ething up w

ith M
C

A
D

.
M

ajor long-term
 issue discussed w

as facility. N
o conclusions.

O
ld business

Tape library distribution:  R
ich H

erm
an asked for authorization to

begin copying tape. H
e can copy guild or non-copyrighted tapes in

our library. H
e can cost it so it does not becom

e a net expense to the
G

uild. The tapes w
ill be available to m

em
bers, and R

ich can decide if
the quantities per request need to be lim

ited.
N

ew
 B

usiness:
Juare/H

ubler aw
ard is being prepared to the old artw

ork.
A

ddress C
hange:

D
ick C

arlson has m
oved the Flint R

ock Forge drivew
ay to Pine

R
idge R

oad.
 Laura Ingalls W

ilder days are 18-19 Sept 2004, (Third w
eekend in

Septem
ber.  The date offered in the 3 Septem

ber m
inutes referred to

2003.
N

ext board m
eeting is Jan 14 2004

A
djourn 8:30 PM


