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June 8 Guild m
eeting to feature

Bob Fredell doing the twist—
huh?

W
ell, not really! A

ctually, B
ob Fredell w

ill be dem
onstrating

varieties of tw
ists used in blacksm

ithing. See his dem
onstration and

m
uch m

ore  at the June 8 G
uild m

eeting to be held at N
ow

then
Threshing Show

 G
rounds. There’s a m

ap on page 5.
Francis W

hitaker w
as once asked how

 m
any different tw

ists
there are. H

e thought for a m
om

ent and replied, “I can think of
sixty.”

A
 sim

ple tw
ist can add interest to an elem

ent—
and if the black-

sm
ith m

anipulates the bar before tw
isting, the result can be am

azing.
W

e can’t dem
onstrate all of the sixty tw

ist varieties of w
hich Francis

w
as thinking, but w

e can show
 you quite a few

 of them
. A

ddition-
ally, w

e w
ill explain proper tw

isting procedures and how
 to take

corrective action w
hen an error has been m

ade.
O

ur potluck dinner at 6:30 pm
 w

ill be up to the G
uild of

M
etalsm

iths high standard. Plan to arrive early to renew
 friendships

by participating in unloading and reloading chairs and tables.
The location m

ay seem
 a bit farther to drive for som

e, but B
ob

assures us the dem
onstration alone is w

orth the trip.
A

nd the N
ow

then show
 grounds are interesting. The G

uild has
m

ade significant contributions to the facility and blacksm
ith shop

over several years. See w
hat has been accom

plished. You m
ight

choose to join the G
uild m

em
bers w

ho dem
onstrate at the fall

threshing show.
Bring a favorite tool or class project!

The Education C
om

m
ittee w

ants you to bring a favorite tool or
class project. W

e w
ant special em

phasis for the “show
 and tell”

relating to tools and projects. Tong m
akers bring tongs. M

ake sure
the anim

al heads show
 up. W

ho w
ill bring exam

ples from
 B

ill’s
(B

TW
©

) lady slipper classes? Surely there are new
 knives to

display. B
ring them

 to the m
eeting.

R
em

em
ber, this is not just about show

ing off. People thinking
about attending classes w

ant to see the potential results. The Educa-
tion C

om
m

ittee w
ants the feedback that “show

 and tell” offers.

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on

G
oings on...... .........

Events in M
ay

•
G

uild B
oard of D

irectors m
eeting, W

ednesday, M
ay 11 at

H
anson’s C

onference C
enter, Eagan

Events in June
•

G
uild m

eeting June 8 at N
ow

then, details on page 3.
Events in July

G
uild B

oard of D
irectors’ m

eeting, W
ednesday, July 13.

•
Little Log H

ouse A
ntique Pow

er Show
 south of H

astings,
M

N
, July 23 &

 24, G
uild m

em
bers participate

Events in A
ugust

•
G

uild m
eeting A

ugust 10 at D
ave O

lin’s shop in M
endota.

D
etails to be announced.

•
A

lm
elund, A

ugust 13
•

N
ow

then Threshing Show, A
ugust 20 &

 21
Events in Septm

ber
•

Fall C
onference, Septem

ber 16, 17, 18 - brochure &
 registra-

tion available soon
Events in O

ctober
•

Tunnel M
ill, O

ctober 1 &
 2

•
G

uild m
eeting O

ct. 12. Location &
 program

 to be announced.

D
EA

D
LIN

E N
O

TE: If anyone has events out there for June or
July, please send to m

e (G
eorgia M

yers, editor), by M
onday,  M

ay
16 via either forum

@
m

etalsm
ith.org, or gm

yers@
rconnect.com

 .
Thank you!
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F
o

ru
m

 d
ead

lin
e fo

r
Ju

n
e: M

o
n

d
ay, M

ay
16, 2005

If you have activities that
w

ill be occurring in June or July,
please send them

 by M
onday,

M
ay 16, 2005 to G

eorgia
M

yers, editor, by e-m
ail to:

forum
@

m
etalsm

ith.org
(e-m

ails w
ill be forw

arded to
G

eorgia M
yers), or to

gm
yers@

rconnect.com
or m

ail them
 to:

G
eorgia M

yers
313 D

akota St
L

ake C
ity M

N
  55041

The G
uild of M

etalsm
iths, St.

Paul, M
N

, publishes the G
oM

Forum
 m

onthly. It is intended as
a tool to further our educational
m

ission, to keep m
em

bers up to
date on current happenings, to
publicize projects and w

ork-
shops, a place for all m

em
bers

to express their opinions,
concerns, learn m

ore about each
other—

in short, to help us run
our organization.

For address change, or to
subm

it com
m

ents, please m
ail

to: The G
oM

 Forum
G

eorgia M
yers

313 D
akota St

Lake C
ity, M

N
  55041-1869

or e-m
ail to

forum
@

m
etalsm

ith.org   or
gm

yers@
rconnect.com

G
uild

educational
grants

There is grant m
oney avail-

able for G
uild m

em
bers to study

interm
ediate and advanced

m
etalw

orking techniques.
The G

uild educational grant
program

 is designed to bring
new

 skills into the m
etalw

orking
com

m
unity. Participants are

given m
oney to pay for a portion

of their expenses and are ex-
pected to learn som

e new
 or

poorly understood skill, and then
to share w

hat they have learned
w

ith other m
em

bers and the
public through an article in our
quarterly m

agazine, “The
M

etalsm
ith.” They’re also

expected to lead a w
orkshop on

the topic (or other educational
service approved by the board).

A
pplication form

s are
available from

 the president or
treasurer at a regular m

eeting, or
by sending a self-addressed,
stam

ped envelope to:
The G

uild of M
etalsm

iths
PO

 B
ox 11423

St. Paul M
N

  55111
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A
B

A
N

A
 A

ffiliate L
iaison L

etter
A

pril, 2005
H

ello! This m
onth I w

ould like to introduce W
ayne C

oe, president of the
A

lex B
ealer B

lacksm
ith A

ssociation.  W
ayne has som

e very good ideas for
prom

oting blacksm
ithing. Take it aw

ay W
ayne.

A
B

A
N

A
 Publicity C

om
m

ittee
A

t the A
B

A
N

A
 B

oard m
eeting in R

ichm
ond, K

entucky a com
m

ittee w
as

form
ed w

ith the intent of getting m
ore show

s on television w
hich feature

blacksm
ithing. The com

m
ittee m

em
bers are D

an N
aum

an, Elizabeth B
rim

,
LeeA

nn M
itchell and W

ayne C
oe. 

I notice that there is an abundance of w
oodw

orking, quilting, gardening,
painting, etc. show

s on public television. Even on the hom
e im

provem
ent

and hom
e construction show

s, D
o It Yourself (D

IY
) and H

om
e and G

arden
(H

G
TV

), rarely is there any m
ention of iron w

ork or the w
ork that black-

sm
iths provide. I have also noticed that on R

FD
TV, a cable and satellite

netw
ork, there are a num

ber of farm
/hum

an interest show
s that could, and on

occasion do feature blacksm
iths (Texas C

ountry R
eporter, G

eorgia Farm
M

onitor, Louisiana A
griculture, A

m
erican B

ackroads, C
alifornia C

ountry,
Prairie Farm

 R
eport, D

akota Lands, as w
ell as others).  

I feel that the job of this com
m

ittee is m
ulti-faceted, to show

 the public
that blacksm

ithing is alive and w
ell, that it m

ight be som
ething that they

w
ould be interested in doing and how

 to get involved in a local group, w
hat

blacksm
iths can do for them

, and w
ho they can go to in order to get those

special item
s that they w

ant. LeeA
nn is looking into the possibility of

obtaining grants so that A
B

A
N

A
 can get periodic show

s m
ade.

Please designate a com
m

ittee to approach netw
orks, local channels, show

producers, and others to let them
 know

 w
hat events are going on in their

area and w
ho individual blacksm

iths are w
ho m

ight be suitable for exposure
on their show

s. It is obvious that the producers of these show
s w

ill be m
ore

interested in inform
ation from

 individuals in their local areas rather than
som

e unknow
n person from

 G
eorgia. Please designate these com

m
ittees and

then get that inform
ation to D

ave M
udge, as A

B
A

N
A

 A
ffiliate Liaison and

board m
em

ber and to LeeA
nn as a m

em
ber of the Publicity C

om
m

ittee.
W

e, as m
em

bers of A
B

A
N

A
 and the blacksm

ithing com
m

unity w
ill be

doing ourselves and the blacksm
ithing com

m
unity a great service by

pursuing these goals.
Sincerely, W

ayne C
oe

 coe_w
ayne@

ellijay.com
D

ave M
udge, A

ffiliate Liaison, M
em

ber Services D
ivision

C
hairm

an Internet C
om

m
ittee, 985.735.0049 / davem

udge@
abana.org

A
rtist-B

lacksm
ith’s A

ssociation of
N

orth A
m

erica, Inc.
PO

 B
ox 816

Farm
ington, G

A
 30638 U

SA
706-310-1030 tel  *  706-769-7147
fax
abana@

abana.org   *  w
w.abana.org
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H
am

m
er M

aking W
orkshop on M

ay
7 cancelled!

D
ue to circum

stances beyond our control, the H
am

m
er M

aking
W

orkshop originally scheduled for Saturday, M
ay 7 has been can-

celled.

Scene of the June 8 m
eeting of the

G
uild of M

etalsm
iths...
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M
ore Fall C

onference N
ew

s
Exam

ples of B
ob

B
ecker’s w

orkH
orse’s

H
ead

Popular ‘found art’ w
ill be

back!
R

em
em

ber w
hen w

e told you
about “Found A

rt D
oor H

ang-
ers?” W

ell, this is one of the
events being planned for the Fall
C

onference. B
elow

 is a photo
show

ing w
hat they can look like.

The potential is there, though,
for you to design your ow

n door
hanger out of stuff you or som

e-
one else has collected and saved
for the conference. The m

ore
stuff w

e have, the better the
resulting door hangers w

ill be!
 So save your beads, buttons,

trim
s, and fabric em

bellishm
ents.

B
arb Feterl w

ill show
 us how

rew
arding it is to produce a w

ork
of art to hang on our ow

n doors,
or on a friend’s or relative’s.

Leaf Trivit
‘Found art’ door hangers
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P
o

ssib
le p

o
w

er h
am

m
er reb

u
ild

in
g

 even
t

Several m
em

bers of the G
uild education com

m
ittee have been

putting pressure on m
e to put together som

e sort of “Little G
iant/

M
ayer B

ros” pow
er ham

m
er rebuilding event. If you have any

questions about w
hat these m

achines are, go to w
w

w
.spaco.org (m

y
w

ebsite) take the blacksm
ithing link, then the pow

erham
m

er link.
 The event w

ould deal w
ith the rebuilding, tuning, adjustm

ent, etc.
of that brand of ham

m
er. W

hat I need to know
 is:

W
h

o
 am

o
n

g
 yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ave an
 in

terest in
 su

ch
 an

 even
t?

W
hat you need to do:

1. C
ontact m

e (see below
) if you have such an interest. I think

w
e’d need at least a dozen or so folks, m

aybe in the 20s to m
ake w

hat
I have in m

ind productive.
2. If you do contact m

e, give m
e particulars of your interest if you

have som
ething specific in m

ind. If your interest is only “general,
that’s fine too. This event w

ould probably occur several m
onths from

now
 and w

ould be a long one-day (Saturday) thing.

C
ontact Pete Stanaitis:

Phone:
715-698-2895

        Em
ail: spaco@

baldw
in-telecom

.net
A

ddress:
2476 10th Ave
B

aldw
in W

I  54002
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Fall C
onference N

ew
s

W
ith the Fall C

onference of the G
uild of M

etalsm
iths com

ing up
in Septem

ber, the program
 com

m
ittee has been busy setting up

dem
onstrators and events. B

e sure to m
ark these dates on your

calendar now
: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Septem

ber 16, 17, and
18.

Friday at the conference
Friday at the conference has

expanded into an event. If you’ve
only been show

ing up on Satur-
day m

orning, you’ve been
m

issing m
ore than just helping

set up! Friday also has a pot luck
dinner, the gala gallery opening,
and slide show

 presentations by
the dem

onstrators. B
est of all,

you can attend these events for
FR

EE
*!

Setup generally starts m
id-

m
orning.This includes setting up

the gallery w
alls, tables, and

chairs in the m
ain building. There

are lots of other details to attend
to for the silent auction and the
dem

onstration areas. The pro-
gram

 com
m

ittee can alw
ays put

people to w
ork. W

e can also put
you to w

ork for the take dow
n

after the conference, too.
The pot luck w

ill start at 5:00
pm

. The gallery w
ill open at 7:00

pm
, and the slide show

s w
ill start

at 8:00 pm
. W

e hope to see you
there!

*The registration fee is only
required if you attend any of the
dem

onstrations on Saturday or
Sunday. W

e’ll starting taking
your m

oney on Friday, but w
e

don’t m
ake you pay if you’re

only going to be there for Friday.

D
em

onstrator is w
ell-

know
n for horses’ heads

D
r. C

harles R
. (B

ob) B
ecker,

one of our dem
onstrators for the

fall conference,  is an equine
veterinarian and blacksm

ith.
In 1996, he received the

Silver Aw
ard from

 the N
ational

O
rnam

ental &
 M

iscellaneous
M

etals A
ssociation, (N

O
M

M
A

)
C

onvention’s International
M

etalcraft C
om

petition in R
eno,

N
evada for a pair of drivew

ay
gates he designed, forged, and
installed at his ow

n farm
 in

O
xford, M

ichigan. H
e’s been

featured in articles in the sum
m

er
1996 issue of The A

nvil’s R
ing,

the July 1996 issue of The
Fabricator and the July 1999
issue of A

nvil M
agazine.

“A
lthough m

y first love w
ill

alw
ays be the horse, the art of

creating objects w
ith m

y hands is
an essential part of m

y everyday
life. For years, I w

orked w
ith

w
ood m

aking furniture. In 1980,
I discovered blacksm

ithing.
“The ability to heat m

etal and
shape it w

ith a ham
m

er and anvil
into a w

ork of art or an architec-
tural piece is m

ost rew
arding.”

—
 Bob Becker 2002

For additional im
ages of his

w
ork, see his W

hite H
orse Forge

w
ebsite at http://

w
w

w
.w

hitehorseforge.com
/.
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Video Library Tape R
eview

S
e
e
in

g
 is b

e
lie

v
in

g
 In each issue of The Forum

, w
e w

ill
attem

pt to interest you in a particular tape
that’s available in the G

uild video library.
A com

plete listing of the library can be
found on the G

uild w
ebsite (http://w

w
w.m

etalsm
ith.org/pub/

index.htm
#VideoLibrary) or can be sent by the Tape Librarian, Rich

H
erm

an (racherm
an@

frontiernet.net or 651-322-1623).

Video R
eview

; Tape T11, a real potpourri!—
 by Pete Stanaitis

This 6 hour video covers  m
any aspects of blacksm

ithing. Various
segm

ents w
ere  shot betw

een M
ay, 1992 and A

pril of 1995.
A

 sam
pling of the contents:

-M
onte B

ygd m
aking craft item

s and dem
onstrating treadle

ham
m

er tooling.
-B

ob B
ergm

an using the 50 lb Little G
iant to produce several

useful pieces of pow
er ham

m
er tooling.  B

ob also gives lots of good
advice in the use of the pow

er ham
m

er.
-M

onte B
ygd dem

onstrates the use of the H
ossfeld B

ender.
-Tom

 Latane’ displays stam
ping and chasing tools that he uses

everyday, as w
ell as special tooling that he m

akes for individual jobs.
-B

ob W
alsh dem

onstrates special tooling that he uses in his shop
(including treadleham

m
er tooling), w

ith a little of his ow
n special

hum
or throw

n in.
-B

ob Fredell discusses G
eorge D

ixon’s “Yellinesque” m
ethods for

texturing sheet m
etal.

-B
ob Fredell leads a w

orkshop in m
aking 18th century kitchen

hardw
are. The focus of this segm

ent is m
ostly on his dem

onstration of
a “Peter R

oss Style” Flesh Fork.
This is the kind of tape that you  can w

atch for a half hour or so at
a tim

e, since m
ost of the individual segm

ents are fairly short.  The
audio is generally very good, but as usual, since the shots are all
unplanned, som

etim
es you get to see the back of a head or have a

little sunshine com
ing in at you.

Interspersed w
ithin the segm

ents are little snippet’s of the social
aspects of the G

uild, a typical “Show
 &

 Tell” session,  for instance.
You even get to see som

e faces that som
e of us haven’t seen for a

w
hile.

 I’d say that this video w
ould be very useful to the beginning and

interm
ediate sm

iths or anybody w
ho is just getting fam

iliar w
ith the

pow
er ham

m
er or the treadle ham

m
er.  B

ut there are also tips for the
advanced and professional sm

ith.
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Plan now
 to attend Fall C

onference
of the G

uild of M
etalsm

iths!
W

e cannot publicize this event too often. Set aside Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday, Septem

ber 16, 17, and 18 so yo u can be around to
experience a su perb collection of m

etalsm
iths m

etalsm
ithing, learn-

ing, reading, buying, selling, eating, talking, sharing, and just plain
having fun.

B
rochures and registration m

aterials w
ill be in the m

ail soon. This
year’s w

ell-know
n dem

onstrators are B
ob B

ecker and R
alph Sproul.

B
ob B

ecker is a horse vet by trade w
ho started blacksm

ithing in 1980.
H

e w
on the Silver Aw

ard from
 the N

ational O
rnam

ental and M
iscella-

neous M
etals A

ssociation (N
O

M
M

A
) in 1996. V

isit his w
ebsite at

w
w

w
.w

hitehorseforge.com
.

R
alph Sproul is a significant fabricator, installer, and m

achine shop
person. H

e is w
orking up a tw

o-day program
 on shop setup and tools.

H
e w

ill start w
ith a slide show

 on Friday evening.
G

allery setup starts Friday, w
ith a reception and slide show

 that
evening.

The program
 includes the traditional live and silent auctions on

Saturday. People are invited to participate in a “found art” sculpture
session on Saturday, w

ith individual projects encouraged to be entered
in the gallery.

W
e have spouse and fam

ily m
em

ber activities planned ranging
from

 local shopping to “found fabric” w
here w

e m
ake decorative door

hangers, repousse’ using m
etal m

int boxes (the A
ltoid tin contest),

scrim
shaw

 class, tailgating, and food. C
atering is arranged.

The conference is held at the “Little Log H
ouse” grounds south of

H
astings, M

N
, just off H

ighw
ay 61. This is the site of the July antique

tractor show. A
ccom

m
odations include onsite prim

itive cam
ping, and

local hotels and m
otels.

See you there!
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B
lacksm

ithing
tools stolen

M
y nam

e is Inv. R
ob B

ow
ker.

I w
ork for the Isanti C

o. Sheriff’s
O

ffice in C
am

bridge.
W

e recently had a theft from
the Troolin Farm

s east of State
H

w
y. 65 out of C

am
bridge M

N
.

w
here a large num

ber of fam
ily

blacksm
ithing tools w

ere stolen.
A

 very old upright steam
 engine

w
as also taken, and it w

as very
rare and valuable and not found
very easily.

The subjects also took an
upright drill press w

ith a large
flyw

heel on it, including a chisel
set, drill set w

ith chucks, and
num

erous blacksm
ithing tongs.

I have sent out an alert to
other investigators throughout
M

N
, and they suggested contact-

ing som
e of the blacksm

ithing
associations. If you could let
your m

em
bers know

 about this
theft and the m

issing item
s, it

w
ould be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for you help!!!!
Inv. R

ob B
ow

ker
Isanti C

o. Sheriff’s O
ffice

509 18
th Ave. SW

C
am

bridge, M
N

 55008
763-691-2414
rob.bowker@

sheriff.co.isanti.m
n.us

N
ew

 m
em

bers
A

pril 15, 2005
D

illon A
llen

M
TS System

s C
orp

1010 B
lisslane

B
loom

ington, M
N

 55431
H

952-346-0143
W

952-974-6152
D

illon.allen@
m

ts.com

W
illiam

 A
llshouse

64 – 108
th Ave

C
oon R

apids, M
N

 55448
763-755-3373

B
enjam

in G
roves

PO
 B

ox 251131
W

oodbury, M
N

 55125
651-501-7967
grooovy5150@

yahoo.com

A
ddress

C
hanges

Jim
 Scott em

ail
elnjw

s@
paulbunyan.net

Linda G
rosso

539 O
bsidian D

r
Florissant, C

O
 80816-9413

C
arm

en G
ianforte

664 Francisco R
d N

W
G

eorgetow
n, TN

 32336
W

A
N

TED
:

W
elding curtain or screen.

C
ontact Lynn Ford at 612-724-

0092.
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To the m
em

bers of the G
uild of

M
etalsm

iths...
I w

ould like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the m
any

people w
ho gave their tim

e, know
ledge and love of blacksm

ithing
during the past year. I w

ant to give a big thank you to all the volun-
teers w

ho taught a blacksm
ithing class. W

ithout all these generous
people, w

e w
ould not have any classes.

Thank you to everyone w
ho participated in these classes. O

ur craft
is alive and w

ell because you have the desire to learn these skills. A
nd

last, but not least, I w
ant to thank all the m

em
bers of the Education

C
om

m
ittee. It is your dedication to the education program

, and to the
G

uild of M
etalsm

iths, that lets us offer the num
ber and quality of the

classes that w
e do.

I w
ould also like to take this opportunity to challenge you to

becom
e part of the education process w

ithin the G
uild. W

e need
m

em
bers w

ho are w
illing to give their tim

e, know
ledge and talent to

teach the classes that the m
em

bers have told us they w
ant offered.

If you have the desire to teach, or help teach a class, please contact
m

e. The Education C
om

m
ittee w

ill help you plan, schedule, and
prom

ote your class.
W

hen the schedule for the upcom
ing year is published soon, you

w
ill see there are classes that w

e need teachers for. Please consider
this opportunity, and contact m

e if you are w
illing to help.

Thank you.
Jim

 M
oenck, chair

Education C
om

m
ittee

G
uild of M

etalsm
iths.

S
p

ecial en
d

o
rsem

en
t b

y G
u

ild
 m

em
b

er:
For the blacksm

ith w
ho has everything,

consider this. B
uy him

 or her  the new
 “H

am
m

er
Therapeutic N

ook H
am

m
er.”  It’s sim

ply a
genuine W

al-M
art baby pacifier com

bined w
ith a

genuine hickory handle as endorsed by Bill
(K

raw
czeski) the W

elder (B
TW

 ©
).  Fitting and

available by appointm
ent from

 and  w
ith D

on
H

am
m

er.  A
 w

onderful gift for the blacksm
ith in

your life w
ho suffers tem

porary im
pairm

ent
(except m

ental) and/ or lack of clutter and scrap
iron associated w

ith the general disease of
blacksm

ithing.
See H

erb Fick for details on how
 to purchase

your very ow
n H

am
m

er Therapeutic H
am

m
er.


