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The President’s Message

Since the time of the last issue of
Metalsmith, the Guild of Metalsmiths had
some interesting and fun activities. The
August membership meeting was held at
Mark Nichols Shop. Wes Werner, Herb and
Pat Fick fulfilled their role as master chefs
in grilling brats and cooking corn on the cob.
The pot luck dessert made us all fat and
jolly. Mark demonstrated the compressing
and folding of large diameter metal tube and
explained his artistic way of finishing with
paint. It seemed that everyone also enjoyed

the sand- casting demo.

Edilors Nole: This send-casting demonsiretion wes
exeruted by Kicherd Adsms, of Rochester who buildt snd
gesigned this pariticular ioundry set up.

Merk and Kickerd geve gutle & complele demonsirstion of
s process. 1Merk uses c8st sluminum paris when
SDPropricie o meeded for speriiic sttuetions.

About a dozen or so of us attended the knife
making demonstration by some fo the
people from the Hmong community. They
used old car leaf springs heated in a
charcoal fired forge. The tools they used
yrere simple and few in number. Clearly,
they knew what they were doing. Their
style of knives seemed different to our
vrestern eye, yet they were functional in
design. As the old saying goes, "a good time
vas had by all”. it's good to get together
with our friends and talk about
metalsmithing.

One of the program highlights happened at
the Rogers Threshsing Show sponscred
by the Rogers Pioneer Power Association.
The shop was a demanstration of working
antique powere plants, gasoline powered
washing machines and the list goes on. The
Guild demonstrated blacksmithing in the old
blacksmith shop and outdoors under a large
tarpaulin. Busy and having fun smithing
#ere Pete and Sheri Stanaitis, Gary and
Paula Crowther, (Gary put our show

together) Mike Frattalone, Joe Straley, Paul
Hubler, Bob and Mary Fredell. We had a huge
amount of fun being a part of an event of
this nature. Again, it was the social part L
that brought it all together. Those of us :
who participated in the show hope that next
year even more of our members will turn out
for this event. You don't need to be an

expert to demonstrate.

About twenty, or so of us showed up at
Monty Bygd's shop in Eau Claire, Wisconsin
for a day of blacksmithing organized by
Monty. Tom Latane demonstrated the
making of a coat hook from a railroad spike.
(Fictured in the newsietierAom Made it
look so easy as he forged the leaf end.
However, as we all know, it locked so easy
only because of Tom's skill. Bernie Heer
put a new twist into demonstrating
blacksmithing by forging a small piece out
of meteorite iron. Monty showed us some
interesting ways of using railroad spikes.
He made a variety of figures and heads. The—
get-to-gether at Monty's was one more fine
event that your Guild of Metalsmiths offered
for your education and enjoyment. |
recommend that you take advantage of these
activities.

The big event is at hand--the Annual
Metalsmith Madness. You have already
received registration material. Don't miss
out on this one. |

Since the time of my last report to you our
membership just creeped over 100 tg 103
members. At this time of our July board
meeting, Mike Frattalone reported that our
treasure stood at §$2,196.00.

A few words about the Artist Blacksmith
ASsociation of North America
{ABANA). Persons interested in
metalworking will find @ membership in  \—
ABANA to be most useful.
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