
Join The Guild of Metalsmiths
Send $30 dues to the address below. Please circle if you want to be
listed in our mmebership directory and/or check items you don't want
listed.

The Guild of Metalsmiths List Me Don't List tvle
PO Box 11423 in the directory in the Directory
St. Paul MN 55111 but don't list

address - phones: home - work - fax - cell - email - web page
(mark items above you DO NOT want published)

Name:

Company Name

Address

(optional items)
Home phone: Work phone:

Fax:-cell
Email address

Web page

Metalsmith Back lssue Service
Back issues of The lVetalsmith are available to
Guild members for only $3.00 each, postage
included.
Use your most recent copy of The lVetalsmith's
"How to" index to pick out the topics that Interest
you most. Then, if you don't already have those
Metalsmiths in your collection, get them from the
Guild of Metalsmiths Back lssue Servicel

To order, write the Volume and lssue number(s)
on the back of this form along with your mailing
address.

lnclude a check for $3.00 for each issue made
out to Guild of Metalsmiths.
Send it to:
Pete Stanaitis'
2476 1Oth Ave.
Baldwin Wl 54002

lf you have any questions about the service,
contact Pete at 715-698-2895 or email him at:
spaco@baldwin-telecom. net



The Guild of Metalsmiths on the web:
Visit our website at http:/lwvtrw.metalsmith.org
Looking tbr something? Try the search engine. On our rnain page, just
below the index table, click on "Search this Site," and enter your query.
Join The Bellows, our email discussion forum.
lnformation at:
htt p : /lwww. m eta ls m it h . o rg/b b/T h e B e I I ows. h tm

Request Form
Guild of Metalsmiths Video Library:
Date:
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Nanre:

Address:

C-'it1': State

Phone: ( )

'Iapes requested:

lnclude ti3.00 for each 'r'J'" number requested. Nlake check payable to:
The Cuild of Nletalsmiths

Send request and check to

Rich Herman
i25l Danbury W'ay
Rosernount. MN 5.5068

ernail: r'irchenuar'!i./ li()ntienret.uet
phone: (651)322-1623
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a The Forum
July 2007 Vol.9, No.7

August 8: Annual Corn Feed and
Guild Membership Meeting!

Olin Wrought lron, Mendota MN
The next general meeting is the big anrlrai Conr Feed. This year we are

ngain nreeting at the Olin Wrought Iron shop in lVlendota, overlooking the
scenic Mississippi River. The Corn Feed is one ol- our bigger events, so
come eariy to be part of the Pot Luck dinner starting at 6:30 and bring an
appetite. \\'e have yet to run r:ut ol-corn!

The denronstratior.r for this meeting will be by Bob Walsh and Chris
Rand. The topic rvill be using air harnmer guns and how they can be used
for blacksmithing. If you have never seert rvhat tlrese tools can clo. yoll ate
in fbr a major surprise. They carr really get a 1o1 ol'work dorre last!

This demor.rstration rvill require the rrse of ear protection. All people
r.vatching will need 10 use ear protection and safety glasses. Please bring
your orffn if you c,an.

t

lngs on...
Events in Julv
. 7-13 July*1, duild Board meeting at Myron I:Ianson's
. July 17-22,Rrce County Fair, demonstrators needed
. Juiy 2i-22, t\,lN Zoo John l)eere Days
. 

.f uly 21 ,2t1,29, i-ittle Log House Power Shor,v

Events in August
. Aug. 8, Guild meeting at Dave Olin's shop in Mendota Heights
. Aug. il & 12. Aug. ltl & 19. VintageAutontobile Sheet I\4etal

Repair Workshop
' Aug. 10, I l. 12, Ahnelund Threshing Show

' Aug. 17, 18, 19, Nowthen Threshing Show

Events in September
' Sept. 12, Guild board meeting at N'lyron Hanson's

' Sept.21,22,23, Guild of Metalsmiths annual Fall Conference.

Events in October
' Oct. 6 & 7, Tunnel N{ill Annual Fall Gathering
' Oct. 10, Guild membership meeting TRA

Note from the Guild president:
I just found out that Dave Feterl had a fire in his bam last night. He

recently rnoved frotn the Twin cities area out to South Dakota w,here he
founcl a great new job and a nice hotrse rvith a bam. I{e had beetr renovatitrg
the barn trnd fixing it up as a workshop when it burned last night. Most of
the tools he had already brouglrt frorn the Twin Cities were stored in lhe barn
and are considered a total loss. inciuding six rveiders, drill press. and lots of
other rniscelianeous tools. FIe will be talking with the insurance acljuster otr
I\tonday to see how much will be covered.

Rich Flerman
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Forum deadline for
August: Monday,
July 16, 2007

The deadline for The ["orum is
always the third Monday of the
month. If you have activities that
will be occurring in the next few
months and wish to have them
published in the next Forurn, please
send them by Monday, July 16,
2007 to Georgia Myers, editor, by
e-mail to:
forum@metalsmith.org
(e-mails wili be forwarded to
Georgia }\{yers), or to
gmyers@rconnect.com
or mail them to:
Georgia Myers
313 Dakota St
Lake City MN 55041

Thtt (fuiltl ol ll,[ealsmith,s, .\t.
PLwl, l,tN, publislrcs the GoM
Fontut montltlr. lt i,s inlended it,s a
tool !o.fir rtlrcr tLur etlut:tllionol
ntis.tion, to keetrt ilrcml)t:rs uyt lo c{ale
on current httyt1.tenitigs, lt.t Ttublit:ize
1lo.,jecl,s ond work.sho1t.s, a place .fil'
oll tnenbers lo txlLress thcir
t.tpi tti on.;, (-:on{ crn,9, I eant n ore
ahotrl ectch other-in shorl, ttt help
u.\ u tt t ( )t r r t t t t!tttt i :ttt i olt.

I;'rtr ctddre;s chunge, o|' lo subtilit
cotitttlt:fits. pleasr ntoil to"' The, GoLl
It'ot'ttttt

G erirgitr )\,lret'.t
4I 3 l{ Dc*otu St
L,ake (,.it.r,, IIN 5 501 I - 1869

or e-noil to
li,r't r ttttJ tttt' lt tl: tt t i t h. urg or
gm )! r s llltc o n tYtt. c' rt t tt

Guild
educational
grants

There is grant rxoney available
fbr Guiid members to str.rcly

intermediate and advarrced rnetal-
r,vorking techniques.

The Guild educational granl
prograln is tlesigned to bling nerv
skills irrtu the rnetalrvorking
c.lr1lrirrrrril1. Pilrlrciparrts lrre gir en
nroney to pay ftrr a portion of their
experlses and are expected 1o iearn
sorrle new or poorly underslood
skill, anil tlien to share ivhat they
have leamed u,ith other menrbers
ancl tlie public through an article in
our rirrarlerly nragazine. "'Ihe
&letnlsllilh." 'i hey're also expecteci
to leacl a u,orl<shoP on the topic (or
other eilucational service approved
by the board).

Applicalion fbnns are available
tionr the president or lreasriref at ir
regular rneeting" or by sending a

sel i--atldr-essed. slanrlred envelope
tt):

The Gui ld o1' h4etalsm ilhs
P0 llor I l42J
St. Paul MN .5-51 I I

Our neighborhood of smiths
Clec:k thi,s pugc sl,(,/'l' nxtnlh to see v,holls going on v'ilh otrr neigltboring
t olleagut:s, and re.od ttbottr oL'tit)ilie,t in their .tmithing group.t.

UMBA
Vi sit http : li B.wrv. umbaonl i rrs.. efgle.yen ts,h tinl

UMtsADVD-Rlibrary
125 difTerent titles
55 each, $2 shipping per order
Never return them to library - tylvrv.umbaunline"or$

Central Minnesota Blacksmiths meeting schedule
See page 12 fbr updated2A07 schedule

Badger Blacksmiths meetings
Our cclntact inlbmration is as lbllor.vs
President: Paul Branch
7l 5-248-778ti
I15-222-t)239
pbrangh r?fionti ernet. net

Jon Goocling
(7 I 5 )-688-2067
hin<leqrril bal lx

Lake $uperior Metalsmiths
Lake Superior Metalsrniths (LSM) meet the fourth Saturday of the rnonth at
noon from October through April. The meetings are potluck at noon at Dave
I'"Ianson's house, 5873 lbft Road, Duluth, Mimresota, 218-721-4572.

Northern Minnesota Metalsmiths
The NMM meetings are the first Monday of the rnonth, often, but not
ahl,ays, at Keith .Iohnson's shop in Bemidji. Contact Keith fbr monthly
specificsatkeith(jigreatrivertbqge TheNorthernMinn.Metalsmith's
website is up again, dilI'erent name, www.11r11firetal

Central Texas Blacksmiths
To read their online newsletter, go to

If that does not lvork, then just head to )t,rl,,:-',v,halceneqfilr$e-.glg

Vol9Issue 7 The GoM Forum Page 4 Vol 9Issue 7 The GoM Irorum Page 17



2007 schedule for Central
Minnesota Blacksmiths
Saturday July 7s
Ken Zitur's Studio-37634 Cty. Rd. 9, Avon MN
320-146-2557 - Riveting & Collaring Demo
Monday August 6h
Russ Karasch's Studio-640 Chinook Ave. SW, Avon MN
320-356-7125 - Russ always comes up with something
interesting
Monday September 10e
Bill / Kathy Studio- 251 Central Avenue South, Watkins
(320) 7 64-23 ls-Bill will be giving a tour of his shop
Monday October 1$
Brian Johnson's Studio-16777 Cty. Rd. 75 NW, Clearwater MN
320-558-6898 Heat Coloring Demo
Monday November 12&
Stewart Schwinghammer's Studio-22601 Fairfield Rd., St.

Cloud MN
320-656-9988 - New Shop Tour
Saturdav December 8e
Ken Zitur',s Studio-37634 Cty. Rd. 9, Avon MN
320-746-2557 - CMB Christmas Party

Vintoqe Automobile Sheet
Met6l Repqir Workshop

This workshoo is desioned to ocouoint the student with the
processes ond skills uied to repdir outo body ponels beforethe
odvent of olostic fillers. The qoal of this workshop is for the
student to leove the closs witTr the knowledqe ond conf idence to
initiste these reoairs on their own. This cloJs will be held over 4
days. Atl studenis will take home o "Pzo" s'fylefender stqnd.

Dotes: August 11th ond 12th ond Aug 18th ond 19th
9:00 to 5:00

Instructor: Don Hommer 15269 Upper 61't St. North,
Stillwoter, MN 55082-6894
u,B.ne.rf hhq,rlt m"e rP es rt h.l i n k. n ef 6 5 1 - 3 5 1 -0 I 6 9
Contoct prior to closs for tools to bring

Registrotion: Gordon Barr llO2l - ?7th Ave 5. Burnsville, MN
55337
qsbarr@so l.com 952-89 4 -4821

Locotion: Don Pote's shop - 35730 Hwy 56 Blvd, Dennison,
MN 55018 (mop on pageT)

Closs size:

Cost:

Limited to 8

$150

Register for this unique, 4-day
"Vintage Automobile Sheet t\iletal
Repair Workshop" by filling out the
registration form on the next page.

Vol 9Issue 7 The GoNl Fomm Page 16 Vol 9 Issue 7 The GoM Iiomm Page 5
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Vintoge Automobile Sheet Metal Repoir
Workshop (continued from poge 5)
Doy one ogendo:
fntro, historicol background , overview of course content.

Analysis of pointed ponels. Develop the ability to see potentiol
problem oreas under fhe point. Short discussion obouf panel
olignment, gops, proper ond improper stroightening ond'sonding
technigues. Strip ond analyze ponels thot we will be repoiring.
cleoning ond conditioning. Techniguas of bumping

Doy two ogendo:
Rough shaping. 6rinding techniques, Potch plonninq, fobricotion

ond instollotion using Oxy-fuel. Discuss stress ondtechniques of
stress reduction.

Doy three ogenda:
Continue potching, Shrinking with heot, Soldering

Doy Four ogendo:
Solder shoping, overoll ponel stroightening, plonishing, discuss
protective cootings, wrop up discussion.

Power Hammer for Sale
in the recent Spare 1.ire ['ower Hammer u,orkshop. one extra power hamner was

built for The Cuild ol'Metalsmiths. The Board of the Guilcl has decided to offrr this
powr:r hammer tbr sale as a trndraising activify fttr the Guild. Rules of the sale will
be as follorvs:

' Sale will be by a long tenn "silent" auction.
o Bidding will start at 8 AM on Saturday, June 9th, 2007 at the Nowthen

Hammer-In.
o Starting price for the bidding is $2200, ifthis reserve price is not met by

the close of bidding, the power hammer will not be sold.
r Bidding ends at I PM on Sunday, September 23'd,2007 or two minutes

following the last bid after that time.
. Bids must be placed with Myron Hanson (651-454-3984) or with the

person in charge of bidding if the hammer is on display at an event.
. Minimum increment for bids is $25.
o Hammer will be on public display at the June Harnmer-in at Nowthen

(June 9'r' and l0'h) and at the Fall Conference at the Little Log House
(Sept. 22"d and 23'd)

. Contact Myron Hanson for additional opportunities to inspect the power
hammer

. Winner is responsible for arranging transportation from the Fall
Conference site on the final day of the auction. Estimated weight is 900
pounds and the height is approximately 7 feet.

This pou,er hammrrr n'as initially designed by Ray Clontz with plans developed
by Clay Spencer. Clay appeared at oLrr 2006 Fall Conf'erence and used this style of
power hammcl as par1 of his demonstration. Thc Guild of Metalsmiths held a
rvorkshop this spring for members of our group with 2 I of the se hammers being built
over a period ofseveral nronths. Clay Spencer participated the last vr.eekend ofthe
rvorkshop during the tinal assembly process to oversee the assernbly and approve
each h:rmmer Clay liked the qualil,v of our work and took one of the hammers home
n'ith hirn as part of his f'ee fbr the rvorkshop.

The remaining ?0 porver hammers, including the one beilg ar-rctioned, renained
here in our area along with all of the people that helpeti build it. Thcre is a lot of
expertise available locally fiorn the workshop participants lbr this porver hammer
plus a set of drawings and plans u,ill be included with the hamner. This is a
blacksrnith-built hammc-r and it i,r'as dc-signed to be blacksmith rnaintained, no special
equiprnent is needed fbr maintenance and repair.

Design of this hammer is similar to the standard Little Giant power hammer. The
hammc:r opcrates via a foot treadle rvith excellent control ol the striking speed. The
hamrner is powered by a I hp electric nrotor operating on standard I l0v power. It
has a 50 pound head r.vith standard f'lat tool steel dies and is designed to strike at rates
cxcecding 200 blou,s per minute. Nevv dies are simple to make antl easy 1s pg:placo.

Additional tooling may be addecl itsing standard spring dies with a tool holder svstem
that would be simple to add to the anvil of the hammer.

These hammers wc:re built n'ith cxtra heavy anvils. the plans callc-d for a 6 inch
solid round anvil 36 inches long but the achlal anvil used rvas 6| inch sqnale stock.
Base plates used are approximately 2 fbot squale steel plates, but we used a three
quarter inch plate inslead of the standard half incl.r plate. Constnrctior.r inoludeil a lot
of welding and the qualiry of the welds is vi:r'y good.

Even ifyou are not interested in buying tliis trnit, I ra,ould suggest that you take a
look at it, the rvork done on these hammers was very well done and all thc partici-
parrts in this gloulr vi,ere proud of their eflbrts.

- Rich Hettnan

llegister for "Vintage Auto Sheet i\{etal Repair \\iorkshop." Fill out form
below and mail, along with check fbr $ 150 macle oLrt to "Guiid of'
N4etalsrniths" to:

Gordon Barr
11021 - 27th Ave S.

Burnsville, MN 55337

For questions, ernail or call Gordon at aglrall(Boleom - 952-894-4821

Name:

Address

City, State, Zip:

Phone: Ernail
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Power
hammer for
silent auction-
see page 15
for details

Map to Dan Pate's shop for Vintage
Auto Repair Workshop

srM .r"{}e ussr}

lnvitation to try
'found art' at the
Madness

You are invited to try found art
at the Madness. The photo at right
illristrates just one ofthe original
works created last year.

We now have forir highly trained
found afi foik who specialize in
helping ibund art enthusiasts
construct found art pieces of their
liking. We will have available a
variety ofrvelding processes and
tech folk rvilling and able.

Please think casually about what
to bring to put on the source pile.
Your staff will also do a bit of
dumpster diving on behalf o1'those
who participate.

Think like last year. But mostly
consider yourselrres invited to take
parl in what has become a tun part
of the Madness. We expect to do all
work on Sattirday in time to include
found art pieces in the Galiery for all
to enjoy' 

- Herb Fick

"Found art" masterpiece "Bygd
Bug" created in 2006 by h/lonty
Bvgd

Vol9 Issue 7 The GoM Forum Page 14 Vol9 Issue 7 'fhe GoM Forum Page 7
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NOTIGE OF MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL

Please notice the arrorv on the address label of this issue of 'I'he Forurn.
If the date it's pointing to has come and gone, it's time to renew your
membership. For exarrple, if it says "2006, Dec" your metrbership has
expired.

Fall Conference
demonstrators at a glance

New Members
Ray Carpenter
6181 238'r'Ave NE
Stacy, MN -55079
651-408-00-54
rdcarpenter@lando I akes. con.r

Edward Kam
306-lils
lVlontgomery, N{N 56069
edrvayrdrd) gmail. c orn

Dian Magie
P0 Box I127
Hendersonviile, NC 28793

Changes
Conrrie Barnier
cmbamier(@yahoo,corn

Rick Wessling
612-824-4880
rl,esslingrg((i)teamtsp.com

William Allshouse
28328 State Hr.r,y "17

Airkin, MN _s6431

320-684-201 8

all shi.vr0{@laol. corr

Jesse Gavin
W5440llaney Rd S
Poynette, WI 53955

Gary & Georgia Myers
413 W Dakota St
Lake City MN .55041-1869
651-345-27 l9
gm):.*m(g:rE:sl_rre.cl-r:g.*t

Jay Close, Charlotte, North Carolina
Jay Close is currently prot'essclr of Architectural Metal, and chainnarn of

the Department of Architectural Metal at the Arnerican College of Building
Arts. Challotte. NC.

F'rorn 198-5-1999 Jay studied under Peter Ross and worked at Colonial
Williarnsburg, where he learrned tmditional blacksmithing. From I999-2005
Jay operatecl his own shop in Charlotte, NC u,here he speciiilized in restora-
tion arrd recreating traditional ironu,ork.

At the Fall Clonference, Jay rvill teach us what can be made with a
hirmmer. anvil, and only a fbw additional tools. He will dernonstrate and
explain the basic processes of blacksrnithing and dernonstrate items that can
be rnade using each ofthose processes.

L. Japheth Howard, Salisbury Missouri
Japheth began his careel as a blacksrnith at age 15, rvhen his interest iu

history and archeology led him to try lbrging replicas ofantique iron tools
he had ercavated.

He served as apprentice to a blacksmith in Santa Fe, Ne'"v Mexico, where
he r,vas able to turn his tull attention to the vocation he's been with for the
past I B years.

Ja;rheth worked as a journeyman blacksmith, including a two-year
intemship at the National Omamental Metal lV1useum in Merrrphis, Tennes-
see. -He also apent a year in the rvorkshop of Richard Quinnell in Surrey,
Englarrd.

Japheth has gained a reputatioir for high quality rvork and fine craftsman-
ship. He and his u,ife, metalsrnith Alice A. Jtrmes, have been invited to teach
many blacksmithing classes al craft schools throughout the country each
year.

Conference hosts
The Guild of Metalsmiths extends its thanks and gratitude to Steve and

S;zlvia Bauer for the opportunity to hold our event at the Little Log Flouse
Antique Power Shorv grounds just outsicle of Flastings. I\4innesota.

The Bauers have rtiles on dogs being on the grounds, so the following
rules 'uvill apply to those attencling the conference. l)ogs rnay be brought to
the conference, but the tollowing rules rnust be observed:
1. No dogs allowed in any of the buildings.
2. All dogs must be kept ou a leash no longer than 6 tbet.
3. Owners are expected to clean up after their dogs.
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Fall Conference Schedule Preview
Friday, September 21
l0 arrr General conference setup
11 arn Gailery setup
Late af'ternoon Tailgate corral opens
5 prn Putluck supper, view slide shows by dernoustrators
7 pm Gala party errorLnd gallery

Saturday, September 22
7:30 am Registrationisales desl< opens
t) arn Silent auction opens
9-12 Demonstrations
9-12 Faniily activities
l2-1 Lunch break
l-4 l)emonstrations
4;-10 Silent aucticxr ends, items paid by .5

5 l)irurer
6:30 Live auction begins

Sunday, September 23
7:30 arn Registraticln opens
7:30 am llreakf;rst
8:30- 12 l)emonstrations
8:30-12 Farnily activities
l2-l l-unch
I pm End of auction for spare tire power hammer
l-3 pm Denronstrations
3;15 Cllosing ceremonyiclean-up

Family Activities
Broorn Making Class Saturday r,vith Mark Jackson and Sheri
Stanaitis, $15 rnaterial fee paid at registration
Hoola Hoop or Rectangle Rugs Saturday moming with Sheri
Stanaitis. Call 71,5-698-2895 for details.
Found Art Saturday with Herb Fick, Don Hammer, and Dillon
A11en
Altoid Tin Repousse Saturday & Sunday with Jesse Gavin antl Jim
Breczinski
N,lagnetic Art Saturday & Sunday with Corky Kittelson
Blacksrnithing Outreach, hrtro to Blacksrnithing t'or "newbies" with
Don Hammer

Madness teaser!
Even though sllmllrelhas a long way to go until fall. the Madness is just

arouncl the comer.
On September 2l:'1,22't and 23"r we have another great event in store

r,vith krts of things to do ancl see.
'l'his year I am going to do the same thing I did last year, r,i,rite this article

to get everyone thinking about all of the things they can do to make our
conference one of the best in the country.
GALLERY:

I will once again be rvorl<ing in the gal1ery,' so I will starl there. We lrave
lurany new members in tlie guild ancl this will be their first Madness. I really
\,van[ to make this er gallery that highlights al1 aspects o1'the Guild 1o new
members. Piease bring your work in for display, old and new.

FOUND ART
The tbund art event has gotten great reviervs from mernbers so again I

say look through your scl'ap bins and that pile of stuff you thought you might
luse, but nor,v gives you headaches. l)onate, donate, dorrate!

AUCTION:
Ok now the big one, I.*,ant to remind al1 members that the auction at tire

conference brings in a good deal ofrnoney that keeps the guild going so
please donate some of your rvork to the auction this year.

I-et's make tlris ir goocl one, fblks.

- Ibn Phelps

Printable Fall Gonference flyer
Marfy Hicks has created a one-page flyer that can be dou,nloaded and

printed. then posted on bulletin boards and otherpublic locations.

Go to http : i /utww.hixwerx. com,/sculpturel'metalwork/
guild.IPm]

I

u
tr
u
tr

t

Conf'erence brochures will be mailed soon. If you don't receive one, please
contact: N{yron llanson at 651-454-3984 or Rich I'lennan at 651-322-1623
or emeril Rich at rauhen:r:a.[gtl: ]rlis e1
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Demonstrators Wanted
Durirrg tlie sunrmer there are a large number of events tl-rat lake place

where there is a request tbr people to demonstrate virritlus alts. cratis, anrl
old-tirne skills. Blaclisrniliring talls very well into these categories and ther.e
are nllnrel'ous opportunities to dernonsl.rate around the area. primaril"v- at
'Ilrreshing Shorvs and County Fairs. Ther:e are a 1cr.v things thal you need kr
kuorv in order to be able to participate in a derlonstration, and being an
expert irr blaclcsrnitlrins is not necessarily one of thern.

-l'he 
tirst tliing that you should uncielslanti is rvhat the gerieral lbrmat of

the ilemonslratiorr rvill be, is it jusi a general group of smiths getting together
to show off in fi"ont of a bui.rch of people ot' are you expectecl to lulfill a role
like a reenactor and play a blacksmith cliaracter. -lhe tirst type ot-slrow is
much rnore colnrnon trud is easy to meet the requireinents ltrrparticipating,
The iatter tylre crl-event rnlry require rnore experience in order to be able to
Answer rquestions pltrs ,vou nia-v be more likely tcl be operating alone and may
have l.o be in cosllure

'I'he second thing you neecl to find out is rvhat rvitl be proi;ided. 'l-his

iricludes u,hethet the site u,ill have a lbrge, post vise ancl anvil lirr you to use
- other tools such as sat'ety glasses, proper clothing, hearing protection,
hamrners, longs. ;runches, e1c. you sliiiLrld plan orr bringing. ls coal going 1o

be provided? Wiil there be a lunch and liqr"rids to drink or do you neecl to
bring volrr ou,n? Is there slticlc available and a plarrned project clr shotrld
yolr come up witir,vour own itleas ancl steell)

Finall,v-, get the delails on the clate, lhe start anci end lirnes anrl when you
c:an har,'e ilccess to the site tbr setr"il:r (if neeclecl).

Assunring this is a general demonslratiorr lype olevenl and yoLr have iill
the abr:r,e information, lhe next question is who shorild consider participat-
ing. I alrvays tell people that are jusl starting out that they'shotrlcl participate
in ii demoi.rstlation ai.rd ainrosl always the response is that they do nol f"eel

capable of being able to perfbnn in liont r:1'olher people. The trulh is tlral if
]-clu can get iron liot and clraw a taper, you have more than enough skill to be
able to detr,onstrate. The vasl majority olpeople 1909tt) have never seen
hot iron befbre, so jr-rst gettiug a piece of steel up to a bright yellow ancl
starting 1o hanrmer on it is enough lo keelr their attentiorr. As lirr ils ilns\,ver-
ing questions, do a little hornelvork and frnd out rvhat the telnperalures are of
the various hot color-s of-steel, lhe tenrpelati.rre of a coal fire, hor,v to do
simple heat tletrting, and knorv of a tbrv items that blacksmiths are able to
r-nake (olher than lrorsesi.roes!) rviil cr:rrer tlre rnirjority ol'll-re queslior.rs. if
yoli can bring a f'eu, iiems u'ith you and set thetr on the table to shor.v them
u'hat yor-r nrake" il is even betler. The best part is tl-rat rnost eif the linre .v',ou
get to li,ork beside iin experienoed sr.nith tl.rat is in cl'rarge of the event. Iiris
caur be a great upportunity to ask cluestions olthern and l.rave therr sl'ro."v yr-ru

a f'ew neiv tricks. I still pick Llp sorne nerv ideas every time I do a clemon-
sl rat i on.

One thing,vou need to keep in mind r.vhen you are clemonstrating is
SAFETY! Ahva-vs make sure that the atrdience is as sat'e as ;lossible r.vhile
you ale dertronstlatiirg. 'I-he lirst thing is to make srrre everyone stays back.

"Demonstrators wanted" continued on page 11
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Demonstrators wanted
(continued from page 10)
especially liom the anvil. Make sure that safety ropes are up and that no one
- especially chilciren - sneak under them. Notice how the height of the anvil
is perfectly in line with the eyes o{ the children, make sure they are fhr
enough back. Forye welding is a common question, but it is an extremely
dangerous thing to demonstrate, sparts WILL fly in all directions aud can
easily cause injuries - especially to eyes. I strongly recommend against forge
welding lbr dernonstrations.

You may participate in a large group project, you may assist rine of the
other demonstrators in a medium sized project, do a big project of your own,
or do a bunch of small projects. It is usually a good iclea to have several
projects in mind and bring materials to do them. S hooks and steak tumers
are always good items to demonstrate.

To get involved in a demonstralion, contact the coordinator flir the event
and find out the exact details for that event.

Upcoming opportunities to help
with demonstrations
July 17-22
Rice County Fair, contacts Don Hammer

July 21-22
Minnesota Zoo John Deere Days, contact Rich Herman 651-
322-r623

July 28-29
Little Log House Antique Power Show, Hastings, MN, contact
Dick Carlson, 65 I-431 -3329

August 10,11,12
Almelund Threshing Show, Almelund, MN, contact Bob
Fredell, 863-389-51 19

August 17,18,19
Nowthen Threshing Show, Nowthen, MN, contact Carl
Nordquist, 7 1 5-866-8807

Weekends-Memorial Day through Labor Day
Historic Murphy's Landing, Shakopee, MN, contact Gordon
Barr, 9 52-894-4821 or Roland Sigurdson 65 I -67 4-2408

]t
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