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Pipe Tomahawk Class - October 22, 2023
by Martin Masters

Here are some photos from the Pipe Tomahawk Class conducted by Martin Pansch that was held on October 22.

From L-R: Martin Masters, Bob Brown, Martin Pansch, Steven Lampere, Rob Murray, Emery White, Doug May,
Craig Dunn. Not pictured Noah Asher ‘

From L-R Back: Steven Lampere, Rob Murray,
Noah Asher, Emery White, Craig Dunn. Front:
Martin Pansch and Bob Brown. Not Pictured: M.
Masters and Doug May
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Front Cover: Pipe Tomahawk from our October class - creator unknown, but someone featured in
article on preceding page.
Back Cover: New Beginners Blacksmithing Charts by Sara Gries

TGoM now has a QR code. This code is a marketing tool and a way for folks to go directly
to the website. The QR code works in the same way as a barcode at the supermarket. Itisa

machine-scannable image that can instantly be read using a smartphone. Every QR code
consists of a number of black squares and dots which represent pieces of information.
How to scan a QR code:

1) Open the Camera app from the Home Screen, Control Center, or Lock Screen.

2) Hold your device so that the QR code appears in the viewfinder in the Camera app.

3) Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code.
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Letter from the President...

will return!

l Editor’s Thoughts:

Welcome to another issue of METALSMITH maga-
zine! Obviously, it’s late again... less the March issue

and more the May issue. I won’t go into details, but

trust me when I say I've had a terrible run of bad luck
so far this year. Hoping for better luck soon, but I know in at least one instance it'll
get worse before it’s resolved. That’s how life works sometimes - the wheel keeps turn-
ing despite our best efforts to lock things into place - sometimes we’re up and some-
times we’re down - but you keep holding on to that wheel and await the next rotation!

MET AL S Ml T H X | am very hl\a;f)par fo finally publis}} “The \'ficto.ria and Albert Museum: London” a.rticle

Peter Bett e%)’ Masitig Masters. Marty submitted this article a few years back... and at the time I
had no clue what to do with it. As I started to do the layout I realized that in order to
do justice to the great photos, I'd need to have them quite large - and that would make the article somewhere north
of 8 pages long! So I put it on the shelf. A few years later Marty reminded me of the article, so I dusted it off and
asked him for a few more details about these creations he had photographed. I hindsight I'm not sure what I ex-
pected Marty to do: travel back to London and gather more information??? Then a couple months ago Marty re-
minded me of the article yet again, so again I dusted it off... and found a new appreciation for it. So I committed
myself to making it the centerpiece article of this issue. I just wish I could have presented all the photos in full col-

or! My apologies to Marty for making him wait so long. Sometimes even the best editor cannot necessarily see the
forest for the trees.

Thanks for your patience with this issue and with me. I hope you enjoy this issue!

-- Peter Bettenberg
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Book Review: SECRETS OF THE FORGE

by Peter Bettenberg

When researching options for printing the new version of The Guild’s
book, IRON MENAGERIE, I spoke with Jim Blaho, the owner of the
publishing house ARTISAN IDEAS. He sent me copies of a couple of
their books, including SECRETS OF THE FORGE and THE BLACK-
SMITH’S PROJECT BOOK, both by Antonello Rizzo of Italy. While
Stephen Olivo wrote a review of THE BLACKSMITH’S PROJECT
BOOK a few years ago (March 2018 issue of METALSMITH), I
thought I'd review SECRETS OF THE FORGE for another perspective.

SECRETS OF THE FORGE is a large, hardcover, glossy, full-color, 224
page book whose stated purpose is “to help smiths improve their skills by
explaining step-by-step in words and photos those techniques which
come from the experience of entire generations of smiths... starting with
the basics of blacksmithing, finishes with some truly artistic creations.” It
contains 48 projects that range from small adjustments to metal, to flora
and fauna, ornamental fences, and all the way to sheet metal sculpture
and Damascus steel. As you can imagine, that is a lot of territory to cov-
er. It is this wide range of subject matter that, in my opinion, results in
both the strongest and weakest points of the book.

As an overview of our craft and source of artistic inspiration, SECRETS OF THE FORGE is a tremendous suc-
cess. While I am somewhere beyond a beginner (more than 15 years as a hobbyist), the simple projects that the
book opens with would seem to be helpful in practicing the fundamental metalworking skills. However, the inclu-
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