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(A few photos from the June Hammer-In)
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Tom Latané (center) forge-welding, with Rick Wessling (left) and Derrick Phillips (right) holding the anvil

TGoM now has a QR code! This code is a marketing tool and a way for folks to go directly to the website.
The QR code works in the same way as a barcode at the supermarket. It is a machine-scannable image that

can instantly be read using a smartphone. Every QR code consists of a number of black squares and dots

which represent pieces of information.

How to scan a QR code:
1) Open the Camera app from the Home Screen, Control Center, or Lock Screen

2) Hold your device so that the QR code appears in the viewfinder in the Camera app
3) Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code
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Letter from the President

Hello members —

It has been a while since you saw a letter from the president in this publication. It’s
not that I am slacking and lazy; you see, for most of us we have been told that the
older you get the faster time flies by. Later this month I will turn 69 and if the time
does go by faster each year, I'm in real trouble in just a few more years. During the
last 5 or so years I had the opinion that once I retired, I would have lots of time on
my hands and could enjoy more time in my shop. That’s the real joke in life.

TGoM Presi(
Maybe it is partially my fault because the year I turned 65 we packed up everything Larry Wasm

and moved 15 miles from where I was living and my finished operational shop.
The house we bought at Janesville had a 36x48” pole shed that in my mind would be easy to partition off a section
and create a new shop.

Most of the beginner instructors knew that the guild offered a beginner’s class and a few other classes out of my
shop at the lake in Cleveland. The shop was equipped with 7 coal forges and one gas forge. I had an anvil or at
minimum an anvil shaped object for each of the 8 stations and a 4” or 5” inch post vice also at each space. I had
purchased or forged complete tool sets for each station, and each year we had some students that were local and
others commuted down from the metro. With the help of many different instructors from our group and three of
the students that trained at my house, we held a spring beginner’s class for five or six years.

Now consider that when I moved in 2020, we just put the equipment from the blacksmith shop along with all my
equipment and materials from my larger garage and storage buildings into the unfinished, gravel floor shed at the
new house. I wish I could have thrown 2/3 of what I moved in a dumpster in lieu of moving it, it would have
allowed me to get a shop up and operational much faster.

As of today, some 52 months after the move, I still can’t find a darn thing in that shed other than the classic 1968
Mustang and our 2000 Mustang convertible. That is only because they were the last two items put in the shed.

So, last year in preparation for my retirement, mid-year in 2024 I had a 18x40’ oversized yard barn brought in to
put my shop in. (It was way too much work to clear out the pole barn to finish for a shop.) Now a lot of you also
know Paula, my wife, makes jewelry and crafts. So, if I got to create a new shop, she wanted her craft shop also.
The compromise was the 40-foot building was divided int two adjoining shops. She gets 15 feet of the length, and
I get 25 feet. So, for the last year we have been insulating, lining, running heat and electrical, and painting the
inside if our shops. The good news is the building is done and the electrical inspector will be here this week. Once
that passes inspection all that is left for me to do to have a working shop is to stumble through all the STUFF in
the pole barn and find the anvils, forges and vices. At least I have the hand tools and hammers in the garage
attached to the house. Then my shop will be finished. 2025 Look out ’cause Larry’s back.

Just look, it is already September and conference time. I hope to see a lot of you at our Madness in Ellsworth
Wisconsin on September 20-22. Remember we need as many volunteers as we can get to help set up Friday from
10am until it done, operate and help in registration, kitchen, gallery, and other positions. Then after two days, we
turn around and tear it all down upon closing the conference Sunday afternoon.

The pot luck supper can’t start until the setup is complete.

Best of luck,
The President

Lal’ry Wasmund n Keep the iron hot and the hammer swinging.
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Editor’s Thoughts:
Welcome to another issue of METALSMITH magazine! -- Peter Bettenberg
Hello! This issue has been hijacked by Helper Minion Sara. Some of

you may know me as “that one chick who almost never shows up for
Guild membership meetings” or “that short redhead who leads the
brass and copper decorative techniques class” or even “that weird
lurking shadow that floats around the periphery.” Yep, that’s me. Or
someone who looks very much like me.

Anyway... I figured I'd take over Peter’s “Editor’s Thoughts” page because (1) he

—
METALSMI TH LE agaidd gquld,;apd (2) I suspect he secretly didn’t want to write something for fear
Pet er Bet tlenafdarayer being tied to the one infamous issue of METALSMITH that was

nothing but pictures of cats on anvils. Fortunately for Peter and everyone reading

this, I had ample relevant material to put into this issue. My sincere thanks to everyone who contributed.
So, let me introduce myself: I'm that one chick who almost never shows up for Guild membership meetings.

I came to the metalworking hobby via a rather circuitous route that traces back to my undying love for comic
books, video games, and antique pocket watches. Yeah, it’s a bit odd, I guess, so I'll spare you the details. I started
working with soft metals (e.g. copper, brass, aluminum) probably about twenty years ago when I was living in
apartments. | taught myself through trial and error how to etch and plate, carve and shape, and generally mess with
the metal until it looked neater than when I found it. Nothing big, just small, decorative items.

After getting out of apartments and into my house, where it was possible to have a loud hobby without angering
the neighbors, I discovered and immediately joined The Guild of Metalsmiths. That was about three centuries ago,
give or take. It was one of the best decisions I've made to date. I had no idea how to even start getting into black-
smithing, and here was The Guild, with an unfathomable amount of information and experience and the desire to
share it all. I hope you realise* how exceptional that is.  *(British spelling, not a typo. Why? See above re: comic books)

I started with the Guild’s “Beiinner Blacksmithini” course and expanded from there, takini classes over the years
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