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July 2026            Vol. 28 No. 7 

‘The Forum’ 

Visit our website at https://www.metalsmith.org 

‘QUICKNEWS’ 
When a person  
becomes a member of 
The Guild of  

Metalsmiths, their spouse and  
minor children also become mem-
bers of the Guild. Your member-
ship is a ‘Family Membership!’ 
 

Annual corn feed, hog roast-
Wednesday, August 12  
Page 3 for details. 
 

Touch Mark Class 
August 22. Register page 2. 
 

Mark your calendar! 
2026 Fall Conference is Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Sept. 18, 19, 
20 at the Pierce County Fair-
grounds in Ellsworth WI. 
 

Register now for 2-Day Pre-
Conference Class  
Sept. 17 & 18. Details page 2 . 
 

Volunteer Opportunities  
The 2026 list of demonstra-

tion opportunities is posted on 
our website. Follow the link 
below to see the entire list. 
2026 Summer Demo Ops 

 
The Guild is always looking 

for volunteers for numerous 
tasks that keep us in working 
order. Contact Kim Maas, our 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
tgom.volunteer@gmail.com or 
text/call 651-328-7219.  

Online Fall Conference Registration Now Open! 
I am excited to announce that registration for the 49th Annual TGoM Fall Conference, aka “The 

Madness” is now OPEN on the Metalsmith website! To register online, follow this link: 

https://www.metalsmith.org/fall-conference/ 
There you can fill out the registration form containing these tasks: 

 register for the conference 

 add family members that are attending 

 download and sign the conference waiver 

 order meals 

 purchase electric hook-ups 

 pay your membership dues 

 pre-order conference t-shirts 
While we will have t-shirts for sale at the registration desk, pre-ordering guarantees that we will 

have your size available.  
I highly encourage everyone to use the website registration process, as it will simplify both registra-

tion and check-in. Snail mail registration will still be available if you prefer to mail the form with a 
check. The conference brochure will arrive in your mailbox in early July. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Ellsworth, Wisconsin in September! 
— Harvey Steele, TGoM Treasurer 

Not all help 
needed is 
smithing. 

Need Two People to Write ‘Metalsmith’ 
Articles on Fall Conference Demos 

The ‘Metalsmith’ editorial team is looking for two people to 
write articles on the demonstrators at the Fall Conference: one per-
son to cover the Ellen Durkan demonstration and the other to cover 
the Terry Sheridan demonstration. 

Requirements: Watch the demonstration, take notes and after 
the conference write an article for Metalsmith.  Editorial team will 
assist and support you with this process.  

Due date:  30 days after the conference. 
Contact Peter Bettenberg, ‘Metalsmith’ editor by email:  

tgomeditor@gmail.com and let him know you will be taking on this 
task. 

2026 Fall Conference  
T-Shirt Contest Winner  
Announced! 

Stephen Garth is the 
winner of this year’s Fall 
Conference t-shirt design 
contest. Congratulations, 
Stephen!  

Details for this exciting 
announcement can be found 
on page six. 

49th Annual Fall Conference Features Smiths from  
Wilmington Delaware and Collingwood Ontario 

Ellen Durkan is an artist blacksmith from Wilmington, Delaware. She creates wearable “Forged 
Fashion” art that she presents through performance runway shows and exhibitions. She teaches black-
smith classes and art related workshops as well as forging demonstrations for conferences and events.   
Her current body of work is inspired by the human body. It is designed to be worn and embraces phys-
ical and emotional vulnerability. She creates forged work to decorate the body as visual and metaphor-
ical armor. 

Terry Sheridan is a self-employed machinist, welder, and blacksmith based in Collingwood, Ontar-
io, Canada. Much of his professional work supports the heavy construction equipment industry as well 
as the ski resort sector across Ontario. In his machine shop, Terry primarily forges industrial compo-
nents using gas forges and power hammers. His true passion, however, lies in traditional blacksmith-
ing at his home forge, where he works with a classic coal fire and simple hand tools to create histori-
cally accurate pieces inspired by centuries past. His work includes adzes, axes, chisels, knives, lead 
ladles, dividers, and other traditional tools. Terry has frequently demonstrated and taught at blacksmith 
organizations across the United States. 

These two professionals will demonstrate their skills and talents during TGoM’s Fall Conference on 
September 19 and 20. Watch for full details featured in the annual brochure soon to be delivered. 

https://www.metalsmith.org/
https://www.metalsmith.org/
https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Demonstration-Opportunities.pdf
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
https://www.metalsmith.org/fall-conference/
mailto:tgomeditor@gmail.com
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Touchmark Class 2026 
Date: Saturday, August 22, 2026, 
9:00am - 5:00pm (could run longer) 
Location: MN School of Horseshoe-
ing 
Instructor: Stephen Olivo 
Class Description: Ever wanted to make your 
mark on the world? Come make a maker’s mark 
to mark your hot steel projects. Sign that cool 
steel project you just finished with a makers 
mark you made. Will cover design, forging, and 
heat treat. Class is for intermediate to advanced 
smiths. 
Class size: Maximum students: 8 Minimum 
students:  4   
Price of Class: Member:$120.00,  
Non-Member: $140.00 
Class Manager Kim Maas  651-328-7219 
tgom.volunteer@gmail.com  
Tools and Equipment or other items partici-
pants are to bring to the class: 

Students need to bring: Forging hammer, jewel-
ry files, scribes, punches, chisels, bring your 
own rotary tool (Foredom, Dremel, etc.) and bits 
for said tool.  
Safety Equipment: The usual for forging with 
coal: gloves, safety glasses, hearing protection, 
clothing of natural fiber with no cuffs or fraying, 
and leather boots or shoes. 

Other Equipment, Instructors: 5 vises post or 
hardy mount, reverse stamps, rotary tools, 
punches, chisels. 

Students, if you have these tools listed feel free 
to bring them 

Lunch Arrangements: We will break for lunch 
around 12:00 for an hour. Bring your lunch or 
eat at one of the local restaurants. There is a refrigerator in the class-
room. Bring plenty of water to keep yourself hydrated during the 
class. 
To register online go to The Guild of Metalsmiths website,  
https://www.metalsmith.org/education 
To pay by check, email the class manager listed above to reserve 
your place in the class and receive additional information on where 
to mail the check.  
Minors (under 18) must have a parent present. Minors under 14 need 
one adult per child. There will be no sharing of forges. 

Instructor’s Workshop 
Date and time: August 8, 2026, 9am - 4pm, Doors open at 8:00am. Come early for coffee and conversation. Plan on 
being at least 15 minutes early for a prompt 9am start. Location: MN School of Horseshoeing (map above) 
The Education Committee offers Instructors Workshops for ALL who are or are interested in becoming part of the Instructor Team. We feel it 
is important, and we strongly encourage all instructors (new and experienced) to attend this informative session, whether teaching the begin-
ners class, any other class in the Guild setting, or starting out by assisting with class. 
Agenda: Morning will start in the classroom with the introduction of the curriculum for The Beginners Blacksmithing Class three-day class. 
And discuss other possible classes. The Guild’s classes have used bits and pieces of lessons 1-25 of the Controlled Hand Forging The curricu-
lum used since 2014. Lessons can be viewed at: http://www.abana.org/resources/education/. The class will move to the shop to continue with 
discussions and role play. There will be some initial training for instructors on 1) How to do a demonstration of a written lesson. 2) 3) 4) 5) 6). 
How to teach the lesson without wandering. The demonstrator/coach method of instruction. The proper time to interject alternate methods. 
Ideas on how to motivate a student. The right time to have fun. All attendees will receive a certificate of completion after the class. 
Instructor: David Skaurud skaurud.gom@gmail.com; Class manager: Kim Maas: 651-328-7219, tgom.volunteer@gmail.com  
Class size: Max 14 Min 4; No cost. Tools and Equipment or other items to bring to the class: Hammer, Tongs and Notebook for notes.  
Safety Equipment: the usual for forging with coal: gloves, safety glasses, hearing protection, clothing of natural fiber with no cuffs or fray-
ing, and leather boots or shoes. 
Lunch Arrangements: Bring lunch or there are restaurants in the area. There is a refrigerator in the classroom . Bring plenty of water to keep 
yourself hydrated during the workshop.  
To register online go to The Guild of Metalsmiths website, https://www.metalsmith.org/education Or to mail in a check, contact the class 
manager’s email address and phone number for additional information and to reserve your place. 

2026 Fall Conference Pre-
Conference Class 
Registration is now open for The Guild of Metalsmiths 
2-day pre-conference class.  

Two Lily Necklace 
Thursday and Friday, September 17 and 18, 8 AM to 4 PM.  
Instructor: Ellen Durkan 
Location: Pierce County Fairgrounds (Map on Page 4) 
Cost: Members $230, non-members $280 
Class Manager: Rick Wessling, 612-875-2240 
Class Description: Students will forge a necklace with two lilies as 
shown in the illustration accompanying this class advertisement. 
Inspired by Ellen’s body of forged fashion work, the students will 
create a necklace from 3/8” round, ¾” x 1” bar, and 1”x ¼” bar with 
lilies riveted to flared stock. There will be a fair amount of drawing 
out of the parent stock to create flairs, lilies, and curls on the end of 
several parts. The individual components will be riveted together to 
create the whole. The class is limited to 10 students and will have 
two days to complete the piece.  
Note: Once the final list of registered students is completed, the 
class manager will send list of tools and specific instructions to each 
student. 
Lunch Arrangements: Lunch will be on your own or the class as-
sistant will organize an order to be sent to the Chinese restaurant 
next to the fairgrounds.  
To Register for this class online: Go to The Guild of Metalsmiths 
website, https://www.metalsmith.org/education.  
To Register for this class by check: If you register by mail, please 
contact Rick by phone to reserve your place and intent to mail a 
check. Send a check written to The Guild of Metalsmiths with your 
contact information to: Rick Wessling, 3442 Washington Ave N, 
Minneapolis, MN 55412. Please include your email address so we 
can contact you regarding acceptance to the class. Your reservation 
will be held for 7 calendar days from your phone call to allow your 
check to arrive, and if it does not arrive within 7 days, your reserva-
tion will be canceled and the opening will be passed to the next indi-
vidual. 
Questions: Email rgwessling@gmail.com 
Acceptance will be in the order submitted, based on the online 
transaction date or the date of phone contact. Each person will 
be notified individually. 

mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
https://www.metalsmith.org/education
http://www.abana.org/resources/education/
mailto:skaurud.gom@gmail.com
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
https://www.metalsmith.org/education
https://www.metalsmith.org/education
mailto:rgwessling@gmail.com
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Associate Editor for 
‘Metalsmith’ 

Have you ever thought that being an editor of a magazine would 
be a challenge you would like to take on? Well, here is an 
opportunity just for you. This is a way you can impress your parents, 
children, and friends, plus have control over what you want 
‘Metalsmith’ to feature and publish.  

Our ‘Metalsmith’ team is looking for someone to create one issue 
of ‘Metalsmith’ per year, working with our lead editor, Peter 
Bettenberg, and our ‘Metalsmith’ team. 

Putting it together: 
• Gather any articles from the members, and the President's letter. 

• Try to take Show 'n Tell photos from the Membership meetings 
and do photo layouts. 

• Any extra space can be filled in with articles from other black-
smith groups. Only use those that are high-resolution; due to 
low-resolution copies don't look/work good. 

• After laying out the magazine, send it to our ‘Metalsmith’ team 
for proofreading.  

• Email articles submitted by members to get their approval after 
edits have been made. 

• Request mailing list from the NEON administrator. 

• When issue is completed, email final draft to printer, cc 
‘Metalsmith’ editor and Communication Committee chair. 

• The printer will print and mail ‘Metalsmith’ out. 

Requirements: 
• Willing to assist members with their articles. 

• Time management skills. We want ‘Metalsmith’ to be ready for 
printing and mailed in the month when members expect the 
magazine in their mailboxes. 

• Basic computer skills. The magazine is created on the computer, 
sent to the printer via email. 

You do not need to be a college graduate, professional reporter or 
a wordsmith. You will have support. 
To respond to this ad, please contact either of the folks listed below: 
Peter Bettenberg: tgomeditor@gmail.com 
Kim Maas, Volunteer Coordinator, tgom.volunteer@gmail.com 

Guild classes through St. Paul Com-
munity Education Adult Enrichment 
To register for any of these classes, go to: the SPPS website.  

SPPS classes for the Spring/Summer session. 
July 11  Twisted Magic Wand 
August 15, Taste of Blacksmithing 
If you have questions, please contact Kim Maas by email: 
tgom.volunteer@gmail.com  

Financial Committee Needs Your Help 
The Guild’s treasurer needs to put a list together of all the Guild’s 

tools and their locations. If you have any tools that belong to the 
Guild in your possession, please email the list of what you have to 
the treasurer, Harvey Steele at mstreasurer@metalsmith.org.  

Please add as much detail regarding the item as possible.  
Example: If you have tongs, what type of tongs do you have? If you 
have welding helmets, what type of welding helmets are they?  

Thank you! 

August 12 is TGoM’s annual corn feed 
& hog roast membership meeting! 
TGoM membership and families will gather at the country home of 
Dan and LuAnn Pate, 35730 Highway 56 Blvd, Dennison MN 
55018 (map below) on Wednesday, August 12 at 6:00 p.m. for the 
annual corn feed and hog roast. NOTE: There may be road construc-
tion in the area, so check your planned travel route before you leave 
home! 

 Herb Fick (The Guild’s perennial hog roast organizer) has the 
hog ordered and will have his mobile hog roaster on site, along 
with his dedicated prep crew  

 We need a corn cook. Corn cooking equipment provided.  

 Bring your show- n’- tell items and a dish to pass. Herb suggests 
salads and desserts.  

 Myron Hanson will supply a forge for demonstrations.  

 There will be demonstrations.  
Additional help will be needed to make this a successful event: set 
up crew the morning of the event and clean-up crew the day after the 
event.  
See you there! Demos all day. 

Volunteer Opportunities for Corn Feed & Hog 
Roast! 
1. Corn cook needed! 
• Show up early afternoon at Dan Pate’s home Wednesday, August 12. 
• Clean and cook 10 dozen ears of sweet corn. Helpers needed! 
• Cooking equipment provided. 
• Everyone loves the cook! 
 
2. Set-up crew needed 
• Show up at Dan Pate’s home at 8:00 am Wednesday, August 12 to 
help get the homestead prepared for a fun-filled evening. 
• Move items to make room for tables/chairs. 
• Mow and trim the lawn. 
• Please bring your chainsaw and hedge/lawn trimmers. 
 
3. Clean-up crew needed 
• Show up at Dan Pate’s home at 8:00 am Thursday, August 13 to help 
get the homestead back in order. 
• Move items back that were moved the day before for the event. 
• Hang out (work) with fellow members for another day 

Help Wanted! 
Larry Wasmund is looking for help at the Rock County Fair July 29-
August 1, 2026 in Luverne, MN. You will be able to sell your items 
during the event. Contact Larry Wasmund  
poundedtreasures@gmail.com or 651-322-6626  

mailto:tgomeditor@gmail.com
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
https://commed.spps.org/adult-programs
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
mailto:mstreasurer@metalsmith.org
JavaScript:top.fnSendTo('poundedtreasures@gmail.com')
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2026 Fall Conference  
Brochures and Flyers 

2026 Fall Conference bro-
chures are going out during 
July. Thank you to Kim Maas 
for designing and producing 
these complex publications! To 
see the brochure, follow the link 
below to our website. 

Single page flyers are also 
ready for you to share with 
friends, family and in your com-
munity. Please help spread the 
word.  

Click here to find brochure 
and flyer on our website. 

2026 Fall Conference Craft Sale 
We will again be having a craft sale September 18 - 20 at the Fall Conference. 
If you are interested in selling your handcrafted items, please contact me, Paula Wasmund, by text or 
phone call at 507-469-0404. 
You can pick a table and let me know how much room you need. There are nine 8-foot tables available. 
What does it cost? A donation to the Guild’s live auction and a $10 - $15 door prize that will be award-
ed at noon on Sunday during lunch. Doesn’t matter what the door prize is, we just want to thank the 
buyers of our crafts. You will also be asked to volunteer two 2-hr. shifts to work sales. Consideration 
will be made if you’re watching the demonstrators. 
Pricing your crafts: Format needed for price tags (to the right).  
 Vendors (sellers) need to price every item. 
 This is how sales are tracked by vendors. 
 Daily tallies of daily sales will be available to vendors. After 
 lunch on Sunday, vendors will receive funds made during sale. 
Setting-up craft tables will start at 12:00(ish) Friday. 

Craft Sale hours: 

• Friday 2 PM – 10 PM 

• Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM 

• Sunday 7:30 AM – NOON Packing up your crafts will be after lunch Sunday. 
Cancellation policy: Please give at least 10-day notice if you need to cancel your reservation unless it is 
an emergency. This will allow someone on the waiting list to take advantage of the cancellation. 
Door Prize Rules: You may sign up for door prize with each sales transaction with the Craft Sales. If 
you have more than one transaction in a day, you may sign up with each transaction. *Must be present 
at conference to win. *One prize per person. 

— Paula Wasmund 

Seller number 

of your choice 

 

$ Price of item 

Pierce County Fairgrounds How to get to the Pierce County Fairgrounds 

June 6 Nowthen 
Hammer-In  

It was a beautiful day on 
June 6 for the Nowthen Ham-
mer-In and membership meet-
ing. Great company, good 
food, and a beautiful day. 
What more could a person ask 
for 

Bob Brown won the Blind 
Forging contest. 

— Photo by Kelsey Daggett 

Key to Fairgrounds Map 
1. Seyforth Building - Kitchen 
& Dining room 
 

2. Kenny Heinz Building - De-
monstrator at the north & south 
ends of the building. 
 

3. Home Economics Building - 
Registration, Gallery, Library, 
Craft Sale, and location of  
Friday night Gala. 
 

4. Location of Found Art 
 

Dotted outline – Restrooms 
 

Tailgating located on the road 
south of Picnic Shelter. 

https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-flyer-simple-color.pdf
https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-flyer-simple-color.pdf
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Leaf 

May 13, 2026   Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  
Call to order: 7:04 P.M.  

Attendees: Marty Masters, Cathy Herman, Harvey Steele, Gordon Barr, Mark Lockwood, Richard Zielike, Sara Gries, Laurel Larkin, and 
Jesse Gavin. Absent: Derrick & Taya  

President’s Report: Review of agenda - Richard moved, Mark seconded – approved 

Financial Report – 4/30/2026 

Revenue     Jan/Feb  Mar/April YTD 

 Membership Dues  $2,410.00 $2,500.00 $4,910.00 
 Class Registrations  $2,965.00 $2,470.00 $5,435.00 
 Coal Sales      $776.88  $251.57  $1,028.45 
 Donations   $404.84  $0.89  $405.73 
 Other Income   $4,348.67 $99.74  $4,448.41 
  Total:   $10,905.39 $5,322.20 $16,227.59 
Expenses          

 Metalsmith Printing & Mailing $0.00  $1,724.87 $1,724.87 
 Website  and Software  $1,553.31 $495.85  $2,049.16 
 Education    $1,923.23 $875.18  $2,798.41 
 Conference & Member Mtgs $180.64  $570.33  $750.97 
 Insurance   $87.44  $87.44  $174.88 
 Bank & Credit Card Fees  $177.07  $186.77  $363.84 
 Office Supplies & Postage  $267.69  $197.19  $464.88 
 Legal & Professional  $0.00  $1,500.00 $1,500.00 
 Misc. Expenses    $468.43  $1,087.63 $1,555.97 
  Total:   $4,657.81 $6,725.26 $11,383.07 
Change in Net Assets   $6,247.58 ($1,403.06) $4,844.52 
Bank Account Balance (Checking, Savings, and CD) = $68,868.31 
Program: 

April 11th meeting was at Faribault Woolen Mills. Meeting was well attended and 2 tours occurred through the mill. 

June meeting is at Nowthen July 5 – 7th. Potluck starts at noon on Saturday the 6th with meeting to follow. 

August meeting is at Dan Pate’s. Still need a corn cook, most other positions are set with Herb Fick as champion. Discussion on the possibility of grilling the 
corn and let each person de-huck the cob. 

Fall Conference – Ellen Durkan’s contract is signed, waiting on Terry Sheridan’s contract. Terry would like to be paid cash. Pre-conference class registration 
opens July 1 for Ellen’s class. 

ABANA is advertising the Fall Conference for us.  

October meeting is at the Roundhouse AKA: Minnesota Transportation Museum – Kim has it booked. 

Education: 

Review of classes: Janesville – Beginners Blacksmithing Class – discussion about missing a class and trying to do a make-up. Date due to schedule changes. 
April BBC. SPPS: In 2026 we will run 6 classes: Copper Jewelry Class SPPS – 5 of 6 students – SPPS would like us to do it 2X a year. Taste of Blacksmith-
ing – 5 of 6 students. Next season has a May 1st deadline for fall classes. Currently planning Copper Jewelry in Oct and Taste of Blacksmithing in Nov.. Ham-
mer making, 7 students and all completed their hammers. Classes are proceeding according to the calendar. The new calendar planning is in motion. Analysis 
of the class fee will be done to ensure our classes are priced appropriately. Open forge June 28 to member plus one guest. 

Membership: 

272 – 300 paid members. 16 new members since January 1st. 

Communication:  

Working through the Publisher cancellation. Sara Gries is working with Craig Snyder to learn how to update the website. Trying to get all organization posi-
tion to have a TGoM email address – for official emails vs just trying to use the Bellows, maybe through NEON. Iron Menagerie is being sold on the TGoM 
website. Discussed other options – Amazon?  

Old Business: 

Working with by-laws. Lawyer assistance is delayed due to personal issues. New PA system has been purchased but not used. Tool inventory – guild property 
book. Harvey is still working on it – could be a while before it is finished. Remote voting options – looking at other options and updating by-laws to allow. 
Storage options at Nowthen – shelving is needed, to be discussed on site at the June meeting. Software options for non-profits that are free or significantly 
reduced pricing. Affinity or Adobe can be options. Most of the big companies have low-cost options for non-profits. Adobe InDesign might be worth looking 
at for a Publisher replacement. Form a committee to explore: Craig Snyder, Monica Walczak, Sara Gries, Harvey Steele, Marty Masters.  Discuss current 
providers at the same time.   

General New Business  

Should we invite general membership to BoD meetings? We have posted it in the Forum, but should we also just send out the link on the Bellows? MTM 
does this, but has Guild? What are the ground rules? Anybody speaks any time? MTM has member input as an agenda item at the end of the meeting. Should 
we do it that way? We used to have people drop just drop by. Our Bylaws say nothing about it. Private non-profits are not bound by open meeting laws. Non-
board members can only observe regular agenda. Have visitors speak at the end. Need to set rules. Time limit per person and per topic. That can vary based 
on the topic and the number of people attending. Not allowed to discuss regular business meeting agenda items unless invited.  

Question from Sara: Publishing things that we own. Blacksmithing Study Guide written by Bob Fredell and Pete Stanitis. Some drawings are a little 
sketchy. We could publish it as a book, but the drawings should be updated. Harvey comments that they should be done as a print-on-demand by Amazon. 
That way we don’t have to pay for and store inventory. He has published several books.  

https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Study-Guide-Full-2021.pdf  Peter is working on Iron Menagerie 3. It was approved a long time 
ago to collect animals. It should be printed on smudge resistant paper 
 

Motion to Adjourn: Sara, 2nd Kim 

https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Study-Guide-Full-2021.pdf
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Congratulations to Stephen Garth, winner of TGoM’s 
49th Fall Conference T-Shirt Design Contest! 

Stephen’s prize is a free t-shirt! The shirt features a large design on the back depicting two 
smiths at an anvil, and a small “crossed hammers” emblem in the front on the upper left chest. 
(Illustration shown below) 

A big thank you to everyone who submitted designs this year! You all did a fantastic job, and I 
strongly encourage you to submit your designs again in the coming years. 

-- Helper Minion Sara 

Stephen Garth 

Celebrating Fifty Years of The Guild of Metalsmiths 
 

 “The lyf so short, the craft so long to lerne”  
         - Geoffrey Chaucer 

Fall Conference Schedule & Locations 
Map page 4 

Friday, September 18th 

10:00 am General Conference Setup  

11:00 am Gallery Setup, Tailgate Corral Opens 

Around 5:00 pm Potluck Supper! Seyforth Building Kitchen/Dining 
room 

Potluck starts when set-up for the conference is completed. 

Demonstrator’s Slide Show in the Seyforth Building Kitchen/Dining 
room 

After Supper Gala Party/Gallery Opening, Home Ec. Building 

Saturday, September 19th 

7:30 am      Registration Opens 

7:30 am - 9:00 am   Breakfast 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm Demonstrations 

9:00 am     Family Activity:  Bronze Casting 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm   Found Art 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Lunch 

1:30 pm   Family Activity:  Tree of Life 

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm   Demonstrations 

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm   Supper 

6:30 pm     Auction Begins 

Forging After Dark ends at 10:00 pm 

 

Sunday, September 20th 

7:30 am   Registration Opens  

7:30 am - 9:00 am    Breakfast 

8:30 am - 12:00 pm Demonstrations  

9:00 am - 12:00 pm Family Activity:  Altoids Tin Repoussé 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  Lunch  

1:00 pm   Gallery Closes  

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm   Demonstrations 3:00 pm     Mini Auction Be-
gins  

3:15 pm      Closing/Cleanup 

Fall Conference Contest Open to All! 
Design & create a unique towel holder for the contest. Must be 
made of metal. All entries must be donated to the Saturday auction.  
Auction sale price will determine winners. 

Cash prizes will be awarded. 
First Place:           $100 
Second Place:       $ 60 
Third Place:          $ 40 

Conference Family Activities Preview 
Family Activities Contact:  Terri Lund 
 cell: (612) 716-8482 
 email: cikestate@gmail.com 
Bronze Casting, Saturday, 9 am: The class will be using Delft Clay 
to make their molds. Two-part metal flasks will be used for the 
pour. Jack will do the pour. Jack Lassiter, instructor. No fee. Class 
limits: 6. To register email Terri at:  cikestate@gmail.com 
Tree of Life, Saturday, 1:30 to 4 pm 
Create the Tree of Life. 20” x 12” finished project. 
Paula Wasmund, Instructor. Class Fee: $20 cash to instructor. 
Class limited to 10. 
Altoids Tin Repoussé Sunday  morning  9:00 am - Noon 
Learn fun ways to decorate Altoid tins. 
Jesse Gavin, Instructor. Free class. No class limit. 
Found Art  Saturday 
Herb Fick and company will weld whatever you find on the trailer 
into your art creation. Free. Found Art closes at 4:00 pm Saturday!  
Magnetic Art  
Design and build magnetic/ferrous creations. Located in the regis-
tration building. Free all weekend! 
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Guild Members: Are You Aware? 
Most membership meetings are the second Wednesday of February, April, June, August, and October. Date for December will be announced. 
Watch each Forum for date and location changes. For these meetings a potluck meal begins at 6:30 pm and the business meeting begins at 
7, with a demonstration or activity starting around 8 (times approximate). 
You as a Guild member may attend any of the Guild’s Committee meetings and Board of Directors meetings. You do not need to be a  mem-
ber of the committee or the board to attend any of these meetings. All are done on computers using Zoom. Meetings are from 7:00pm - 
9:00pm. You may attend these meetings from the comfort of your home.  
To attend any of the meetings, email a request to the following people and request to be invited to the meeting. They will then email you an 
invitation with a link to the meeting. 
Board of Directors meeting, contact: Martin Masters email at: martin.masters@metalsmith.org 
Meetings are held every other month on the second Wednesday of the month, January, March, May, July, September, and November. 
Communication Committee, contact: Kim Maas by email at: tgom.volunteer@gmail.com. Meetings are held monthly on the fourth Thurs-
day of the month. 
Education Committee ,contact: Kim Maas by email at: tgom.volunteer@gmail.com. Meetings are held monthly on the first Thursday of the 
month. 
Program Committee, contact: Derrick Phillips by email at: derrickphillipsa3o3@gmail.com 
Meetings are held monthly on the third Thursday of the month. The best way for you to know what is happening within the Guild is to attend 
these meetings. This is where all the decisions are made. You have ideas and suggestions for the Guild, come to the meeting that pertains to 
your ideas or suggestions and share.  Ideas and suggestions are welcome. 

ELECTRONIC FORUM 
If you have not been receiving an email notification that The Forum is available, please verify that we have your correct email address. Con-
tact Gordon Barr at agbarr@metalsmith.org. 

Join The Guild of Metalsmiths 
Send $50 dues to the address below. Please circle if you want to be listed in our membership directory and/or check items you don’t want 
listed. 
 
The Guild of Metalsmiths    List Me        Don’t List Me 
193 Pennsylvania Ave E   in the directory       in the Directory 
 St. Paul MN  55130   but don’t list address - phones: home - work - fax -  
     cell - email - web page 
     (circle items above you DO NOT want published) 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary phone: ______________________________________ Secondary phone:_____________________________________ 
 

 
All memberships are family memberships. Persons of all ages, professionals, and hobbyists, are invited to join. 

 

We do not sell our mailing list. 

Goings on...a listing of TGoM upcoming events at a glance 

July 2026 
July 11, Twisted Magic Wand is at SPPS  

August 2026 
August 8, Instructor’s Workshop, MN School of Horseshoeing 
August 12, Membership meeting at Dan Pate’s home, corn and hog 
feed. 
Aug. 15, Taste of Blacksmithing, SPPS 
August 22, Touch Mark Class, MN School of Horseshoeing 

September 2026 
Sept. 17 & 18, Pre-Conference Class, Ellen Durkan, “2 Lily Neck-
lace” at Pierce County Fairgrounds, Ellsworth WI 
Sept. 18, 19, 20, 49th annual Fall Conference at Pierce County Fair-
grounds in Ellsworth WI. 
 

2026 Volunteer Opportunities 
The 2026 list of summer demonstration opportunities is posted on 
our web page. Follow the link below to see the entire list. 
2026 Summer Demo Ops 

October 2026 
Oct. 3, 10, 17, Beginning Blacksmithing Class 
Oct. 10 & 11, Oxy Acetylene Welding Class 
Oct. 14, TGoM membership meeting, Roundhouse, details TBA 
Oct. 24, Trivet Class, MN School of Horseshoeing 
Oct. 24, Copper Jewelry Class, SPPS 

mailto:martin.masters@metalsmith.org
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
mailto:tgom.volunteer@gmail.com
mailto:derrickphillipsa3o3@gmail.com
mailto:derrickphillipsa3o3@gmail.com
mailto:agbarr@aol.com
https://www.metalsmith.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Demonstration-Opportunities.pdf
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Address Service 

If you have items to be included in The Forum, please send them to 
Georgia Myers, editor, by email to: 
gldmyers@embarqmail.com by the third Monday of the month, if 
possible. 

The Guild of Metalsmiths on the web 
Visit our website at https://www.metalsmith.org 

Looking for something? Try the search engine. On our home 
page, at the top of the right sidebar, enter your query and click on 
“Search.” 
To reach our website quickly, just scan the QR code below. 

July 2026 

Your membership expiration date will show on the address 
label of your quarterly “Metalsmith” magazine. 

TGoM now accepts PayPal and most major credit cards 
The Guild accepts PayPal and most major credit cards, in 

addition to paper checks, for the payment of annual dues. This 
should make it more convenient for members to pay dues. 

Guild educational grants 
There is grant money available for Guild members to study inter-

mediate and advanced metalworking techniques. 
The Guild educational grant program is designed to bring new 

skills into the metalworking community. Participants are given mon-
ey to pay for a portion of their expenses and are expected to learn 
some new or poorly understood skill, and then to share what they 
have learned with other members and the public through an article in 
our quarterly magazine, “Metalsmith.” They’re also expected to lead 
a workshop on the topic (or other educational service approved by 
the board). 

Application forms are available from the president or treasurer at 
a regular meeting, or by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to: 
The Guild of Metalsmiths 
193 Pennsylvania Ave. E 
St. Paul MN  55130 

The Forum 
The Guild of Metalsmiths publishes The Forum monthly. It is in-
tended as a tool to further our educational mission, to keep members 
up to date on current happenings, to publicize projects and work-
shops, a place for all members to express their opinions, concerns, 
learn more about each other—in short, to help us run our organiza-
tion 

mailto:gldmyers@embarqmail.com
https://www.metalsmith.org

